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First line of defense 


In a small Polish village near Russian exclave, US-led 
NATO battle group stands ready, ‘just in case’ ^ 
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A U.S. soldier prepares to fire an MS Carl Gustaf 
84 mm recoilless rifle during an anti-tank training 
course in Bemowo Piskie, Poland, last month. 
Timothy Hamlin /U.S. Army 




Vets point to Stars and Stripes’ value amid funding threat 


By Steve Beynon 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Many veterans are 
speaking out about the importance of Stars 
and Stripes as a news source for troops in 
light of the Pentagon’s decision this week 
to gut the historic news agency of its an¬ 
nual funding to free up more money for 
what it considers to be crucial warfighting 
expenses. 


I Consistently, I found 
that Stars and Stripes was 
the only media outlet that 
described the world I was 
living [and] operating in. ^ 

Kristen Rouse 

logistics officer who deployed to Afghanistan 
in 2006, 2010 and 2012 


Stars and Stripes began operations in the 
Civil War and has been a critical, and often 
the only, means for troops on the front lines 
to keep up with the news back home. Even 
with the post-9/11 wars occurring in the in¬ 
ternet age, thousands of troops have been 
fighting in war zones where digital access 
is either inconvenient or nonexistent. 

“We were mostly on a mountain near the 
Pakistan border during the deployment,” 
said Michael Gerstmann, who served in 


the Army as a cavalry scout in Afghani¬ 
stan in 2009 and left the military as a staff 
sergeant in 2011. “You know, there’s noth¬ 
ing to do in these [combat outposts]. If you 
aren’t doing missions or working out, not 
much is going on. Stripes was a good way 
to connect to home, even with some of the 
guys not being big news people, it was still 
something to do. Anything to take your 


SEE VALUE ON PAGE 4 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER _ 

Missouri farmer gets $265M in weedkiller suit 


Associated Press 

CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo. — A 
jury on Saturday awarded $265 
million in punitive damages to 
a southeastern Missouri peach 
farmer who argued that the weed¬ 
killer dicamba had severely dam¬ 
aged his trees — an award that 
could bode well for other farmers 
suing the chemical’s makers. 

The punitive damages awarded 
to farmer Bill Bader, of Camp¬ 
bell, came a day after the jury 
awarded him $15 million in ac¬ 


tual damages, agreeing with his 
argument that dicamba had drift¬ 
ed over from other farms and 
severely damaged Bader Farms, 
which is one of the largest peach 
farms in Missouri. Bader’s attor¬ 
neys argued that his trees likely 
wouldn’t survive the dicamba 
exposure. The St. Louis Post-Dis¬ 
patch reported. 

Attorneys for Bayer, which 
makes dicamba, vowed to appeal. 

“We want our customers to 
know that, as this legal matter 
continues, we remain steadfast 


in our commitment to delivering 
them the effective and sustain¬ 
able tools they need in the field,’’ 
Bayer said in a statement. 

Farmers have been using di¬ 
camba for more than 50 years, 
but after Monsanto — which was 
bought by Bayer in 2018 — re¬ 
leased dicamba-tolerant cotton 
and soybeans, the weedkiller’s 
use became more widespread, 
leading to more complaints from 
neighboring farms whose non-di- 
camba-resistant crops were get¬ 
ting killed off by dicamba drift. 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Feb. 17).$1.1136 

Dollar buys (Feb. 17).€0.898 

British pound (Feb. 17).$1.34 

Japanese yen (Feb. 17).107.00 

South Korean won (Feb. 17).1,153.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3769 

British pound.$1.3031 

Canada (Dollar).1.3252 

China (Yuan) 6 9871 

Denmark (Krone).6.8922 

Egypt (Pound).15.6994 

Euro.$1.0842/0.9224 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.7676 

Hungary (Forint).309.65 

Israel (Shekel).3.4271 

Japan (Yen).109.76 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3049 

Norway (Krone).9.2548 

Philippines (Peso).50.55 

Poland (Zloty) 3 92 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7505 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3926 

South Korea (Won).1,184.12 


Switzerland (Franc).0.9819 

Thailand (Baht).31.21 

Turkey (Lira).6.0510 

(Military exchange rates are those 
availabie to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netheriands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your iocal military banking 
facility. Commerciai rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except forthe British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.4.75 

Discount rate.2.25 

Federai funds market rate.1.58 

3-month bill.1.53 

30-year bond.2.05 
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Sailors receive 
reprimands for 
'MAGA' patches 



Stars and Stripes 


A Navy helicopter crew chief wears a “Make Aircrew Great Again” morale patch at the Barking Sands 
missile range in Hawaii, on July 12, 2018. Sailors have been reprimanded for wearing the same patch 
during a speech by President Donald Trump the following year. 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — Sailors who donned 
patches with a cartoon depiction 
of the president and the phrase 
“Make Aircrew Great Again” 
during his May speech here re¬ 
ceived nonjudicial punishments, 
according to a report Thursday 
on Military.com. 

A Navy investigation document 
revealed the patches featuring 
the twist on President Donald 
Trump’s 2016 campaign slogan 
violated a Department of Defense 
order banning troops from par¬ 
ticipating in political events in 
uniform, the report said. 

While the number of sailors 
punished was not released, 18 
sailors and officers from Guam’s 
Helicopter Sea Squadron 25 


were told days after the speech 
they were suspected of violat¬ 
ing the policy — nine had worn 
the patches to the speech aboard 
the amphibious assault ship USS 
Wasp, according to Military.com. 

Some officers also received 
nonjudicial punishments. Five 
commissioned officers and a 
chief petty officer in the helicop¬ 
ter squadron were also investi¬ 
gated on suspicion of violating 
the policy in connection with the 
patches, according to the report. 
It’s unclear whether they were all 
reprimanded. 

Comment from the Pacific 
Fleet was not immediately avail¬ 
able on Friday. 

Nonjudicial punishments are 
disciplinary actions carried out 
by commanders for minor offens¬ 
es. They are documented in ser¬ 
vice members’ records and can 


include loss of rank and pay, extra 
duties, restriction to quarters and 
sometimes brief confinement. 

News of the reprimands comes 
after Defense Secretary Mark 
Esper issued a memorandum 
Feb. 5 for all military personnel 
and DOD employees to “avoid any 
action that could imply endorse¬ 
ment of a political party, political 
candidate or campaign by any el¬ 
ement of the Department.” 

“All Department of Defense 
personnel must be steadfast in 


our commitment to defend the 
Constitution and our nation’s 
democratic principles,” accord¬ 
ing to Esper’s memorandum. “As 
public servants who have taken 
an oath to defend these principles, 
we uphold DoD’s longstanding 
tradition of remaining apoliti¬ 
cal as we carry out our official 
responsibilities.” 

Reporters covering Trump’s 
speech aboard the USS Wasp 
photographed the patches, but it 
was not the first time images of 


the patches were circulated. 

In July 2018, Stars and Stripes 
photographed a helicopter crew 
chief wearing the patch at the 
Barking Sands missile range in 
Hawaii during Rim of the Pacific 
exercises. The Pentagon, itself, in 
a 2017 Twitter post used a photo 
of a sailor wearing the same 
patch. Stars and Stripes reported 
last year. 

doornbos.caitlin(l)stripes.com 
Twitter: (aCaitlinDoornbos 


DOD drops plan for $1B missile radar system in Hawaii 


By Wyatt Olson 
Stars and Stripes 

FORT SHAFTER, Hawaii 
— The Defense Department has 
dropped plans to build a $1 billion 
ballistic missile tracking system 
in Hawaii, shifting funding in¬ 
stead to higher priorities. 

During a briefing with report¬ 
ers last week on the proposed fis¬ 
cal 2021 budget. Vice Adm. Jon 
Hill, director of the Missile De¬ 
fense Agency, said funding had 
been zeroed out in the proposed 
budget for the Pacific radar sys¬ 
tem, which would have also in¬ 


cluded a second site in a not yet 
chosen host nation in the region. 

Hill said on Monday the deci¬ 
sion was based on “host nation 
issues.” 

He said he did not know how 
the radar funding would be 
reallocated. 

The Homeland Defense Radar- 
Hawaii has been “postponed 
as we resolve issues related to 
siting,” Heather Cavaliere, a 
spokeswoman for the Missile De¬ 
fense Agency, said in a statement 
Friday. 

The agency had for the past two 
years been studying three sites on 


Oahu for the radar, but residents 
had pushed back over concerns 
about culturally sensitive areas 
and overdevelopment. In Octo¬ 
ber, the agency began a site study 
at the Pacific Missile Range Fa¬ 
cility at Barking Sands on Kauai 
Island’s west coast. 

“While the Pacific Radar would 
have added additional tracking 
and discrimination capabilities, 
the Department continues to 
pursue other architecture im¬ 
provements to current homeland 
defense architecture, including 
additional land and space-based 
sensors, the Next Generation In¬ 


terceptor, and options for nearer- 
term layered homeland defense 
capabilities,” Cavaliere said. 

Hill said that the region would 
continue to be defended from 
ballistic missile threats by an 
existing radar on Hawaii, the de¬ 
ployable Sea-Based X-Band radar 
and Aegis defense systems on 
ships at sea. 

But there has long been agree¬ 
ment that such a defense system 
is inadequate, said Riki Ellison, 
founder and chairman of the Mis¬ 
sile Defense Advocacy Alliance, 
which promotes development of 
systems to fend off ballistic mis¬ 


sile attacks. 

“If you can’t see it, there’s no 
way you can shoot it down,” he 
said. “That’s a primary objective 
that I think everybody agreed 
on years ago under [US. Pacific 
Command head Adm. Harry 
Harris] to get this. This was the 
first step — and then get the in¬ 
terceptors after the radar was put 
in. 

“It is imperative that Hawaii 
gets both the sensor and shoot¬ 
ers to defend it better than it is 
today.” 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 


Airman killed 10 years ago honored at Aviano 



Norman LcAMAs/Stars and Stripes 


A display at Aviano Air Base, 
Italy, memorializes Tech. Sgt. 
Adam K. Ginett, who was kilied 
in Afghanistan in January 2010. 


By Norman Llamas 
Stars and Stripes 

AVIANO AIR BASE, Italy 
— Air Force Tech. Sgt. Adam K. 
Ginett, who was killed 10 years 
ago in Afghanistan, was honored 
last week at Aviano, where the 
Airman Leadership School was 
named after him. 

An explosives ordnance dis¬ 
posal expert assigned to the 
Aviano-based 31st Civil Engineer 
Squadron, Ginett died Jan. 19, 
2010, near Kandahar Airfield in 
Afghanistan of wounds suffered 
from an improvised explosive de¬ 
vice. He was 29. 

“When your hero dies, you 
weep for weeks, sometimes lon¬ 
ger,” Ginett’s mother, Christina 


Kasakavage, told the hundreds 
of service members and civil¬ 
ians who attended Thursday’s 
ceremony. 

“I’m left with knowing that 
those men and women enter¬ 
ing these doors will at least read 
Adam’s name, and if they didn’t 
know him, they will know that 
this airman existed and that he 
served his country,” she said. 

Ginett was remembered as 
an innovative leader who wasn’t 
afraid to try new things and a 
humble man who learned from 
his mistakes. 

“Adam was a teacher,” Lt. Col. 
Matthew Borawski, commander 
of the 31st Civil Engineer Squad¬ 
ron said. “Adam was a leader in 


a very technically challenging 
career field, to whom peers and 
subordinates naturally gravitated 
for advice.” 

At leadership schools like the 
one renamed in Ginett’s honor, 
airmen receive instruction in 
unit cohesion, morale and leader¬ 
ship principles, and learn how to 
supervise lower-ranking airmen 
and communicate effectively. 
Leadership schools are mandato¬ 
ry for airmen seeking promotion 
to a supervisory rank. 

Ginett was posthumously 
awarded the Bronze Star Medal 
First Oak Leaf Cluster with Valor, 
Bronze Star Medal Second Oak 
Leaf Cluster, Purple Heart, Air 
Combat Action Medal, and the 


Meritorious Service Medal at a 
service at Aviano in 2010. He was 
also awarded a Bronze Star in 
2007 for his work as a team leader 
for explosive ordnance disposal 
in Afghanistan. 

“Adam lived his whole life with 
honor,” said Brig. Gen. Daniel T. 
Lasica, commander of the 31st 
Fighter Wing, said Thursday at 
the dedication ceremony, before 
addressing Ginett’s mother. 

“Ma’am, I promise you, my 
family promises you, that we will 
fulfill our obligation to love, care 
and support your family — our 
family because this is a family 
business,” he said 

llamas.norman@stripes.com 
Twitter: @normaniiamas 
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Navy sails cruiser through Taiwan Strait 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — The United 
States sailed a guided-missile cruiser through the 
Taiwan Strait on Saturday, three days after flying 
an Air Force tanker over the contentious area, of¬ 
ficials said. 

The USS Chancellorsville’s transit through the 
110-mile-wide waterway that separates Taiwan 
from mainland China “demonstrates the US. com¬ 
mitment to a free and open Indo-Pacific,” 7th Fleet 
spokesman Lt. Joe Keiley told Stars and Stripes in 
an email Sunday. 

“The US. Navy will continue to fly, sail and oper¬ 
ate anywhere international law allows,” he added. 

The transit follows an Air Force mission on 
Wednesday that sent an MC-130J Commando II 
north to south along the airspace over the Taiwan 
Strait, while two B-52 Stratofortress bombers flew 
along Taiwan’s east coast, according to Pacific Air 
Forces spokeswoman M^j. Victoria Hight. 

The US. operations were held after Chinese naval 
and air forces operated near Taiwan twice last week. 
Beijing, which regards the island as its own, held a 


“combat-readiness patrol” with bombers, jet fight¬ 
ers, early warning aircraft, destroyers and frigates 
near Taiwan on Feb. 9, according to the Chinese De¬ 
fense Ministry. 

The US. considers Taiwan’s status unsettled, but 
adheres to the “One China” policy, acknowledging 
that Beijing considers Taiwan part of China. How¬ 
ever, the Taiwan Relations Act provides a frame¬ 
work for the US. to aid the self-governing island’s 
defense. 

Last Monday, China held naval and air drills in 
the waters off the southeastern coast of Taiwan, in¬ 
cluding air-to-ground assault and fire-support exer¬ 
cises, a Tuesday Defense Ministry statement said. 

Chinese fighter jets during the Monday exercise 
went over the Taiwan Strait and crossed its “middle 
line,” flying closer to Taiwan than mainland China, 
according to a report Tuesday by China’s state-run 
Global Times newspaper. 

The Navy’s Saturday sail was the second Taiwan 
Strait transit this year. The guided-missile cruiser 
USS Shiloh made the trip on Jan. 16, Keiley said at 
the time. 

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 



Gregory Juday/U.S. Navy 

The guided-missile cruiser USS Chancellorsville steams through the 
Taiwan Strait on Saturday. 


Value; Many share appreciation of military newspaper while deployed 



John CooY/Stars and Stripes 


Soldiers taking part in Operation Fishhook in Cambodia read Stars and Stripes’ coverage of the events, 
in May 1970. Veterans are speaking out against cutting funds for the Stars and Stripes newspaper. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

mind off stuff was always good.” 

In Afghanistan and Iraq, the 
US. military set up dozens of 
combat outposts where small 
numbers of troops would operate 
out of in the most remote parts of 
those countries. In many cases, 
service members lived in austere 
conditions sometimes devoid of 
plumbing and cooked food and 
had few recreational amenities. 
In rural Afghanistan, these out¬ 
posts were sometimes located at 
the bottom of a valley, conceding 
the high ground to the Taliban, 
making them prone to constant 
attack. 

Even in cases where troops 
served in larger, more established 
bases with amenities such as cof¬ 
fee shops and fully equipped 
gyms, the internet could still be 
a luxury, making it difficult to 
keep up with current events. In a 
lot of cases at bases such as Camp 
Leatherneck and Kandahar Air¬ 
field in Afghanistan, troops would 
have to go to recreation centers 
and wait in a line for time-limited 
internet use on a slow connection. 
In those cases, service members 
mostly used the time to commu¬ 
nicate with their families. 

“I grabbed hard copies of Stars 
and Stripes outside the [dining 
facility] on [Combat Outpost] 
Speicher [in Iraq], and it was a 
lifeline to what was happening 
back home. Read it front to back 
every day I could,” said John 
Ismay, a former Navy lieutenant 
commander who handled bomb 
disposals and now is a New York 
Times reporter. “Having a copy in 
my hands made me feel connect¬ 
ed to all those earlier generations 
of American service members I’d 
seen photos of holding their own 
copies in earlier wars.” 

The Defense Department has 
proposed in its $705.4 billion 
budget for fiscal year 2021 to cut 
Stars and Stripes of its more than 
$15 million annual subsidy, which 
equals about half of the news or¬ 
ganization’s annual funds to pay 


expenses. Stars and Stripes’ re¬ 
maining money comes from sales, 
subscriptions and advertising. 

Defense Secretary Mark Esper 
on Thursday defended the Penta¬ 
gon’s decision to strip Stars and 
Stripes of its federal funding, tell¬ 
ing reporters in Europe that the 
independent news organization is 
not a priority. 

“Their hard work and dedica¬ 
tion in reporting on issues that 
matter the most to the military 
community continues to be of 
value,” Esper said. “However, as 
we look forward to the current 
budget proposal and beyond, the 
DOD must prioritize spending 
to support our warfighters in 
the most critical areas of need. 
Therefore, the department has 
made the difficult decision that 
beginning in fiscal year 2021, it 
will no longer provide appropri¬ 
ated funds to Stars and Stripes.” 


The Defense Department still 
needs to get its proposed budget 
through Congress. Whether con¬ 
gressional lawmakers will try to 
preserve Stars and Stripes’ fund¬ 
ing is up in the air, though some 
House members have signaled 
they will push back against the 
Pentagon ahead of the new fiscal 
year, which starts on Oct. 1. 

“Stars & Stripes was a link to 
home when I was in Iraq and Oki¬ 
nawa,” tweeted Rep. Ruben Gal- 
lego, D-Ariz., a Marine veteran. 
“It’s an A-f indie take on everyday 
DoD news, f*** ups, and Admin¬ 
istration & General Officer BS. 
No wonder this President [Don¬ 
ald Trump] wants to cut it. He’s 
got a fight on his hands.” 

Kevin Miller, a former Ma¬ 
rine Corps infantry sergeant 
who served in Iraq, called the 
proposal to cut funding to Stars 
and Stripes a “travesty.” Miller 


works for Swords to Plowshares, 
a San Francisco-based nonprofit 
that provides services to veterans 
facing homelessness and unem¬ 
ployment or struggling with dis¬ 
abilities or substance abuse. 

“They do such incredible work 
covering the DOD and [Depart¬ 
ment of Veterans Affairs], which 
are our two largest bureaucra¬ 
cies,” Miller tweeted. “Without 
their report, many advocates 
would be left in the dark about 
what is going on in these two vital 
government agencies.” 

Kristen Rouse, a logistics offi¬ 
cer who deployed to Afghanistan 
in 2006, 2010 and 2012, said Stars 
and Stripes was a way to connect 
with home and was one of the 
only news outlets reporting on 
stories relevant to troops serving 
in combat zones. 

“Consistently, I found that Stars 
and Stripes was the only media 


outlet that described the world 
I was living [and] operating in,” 
she said. 

Rouse served with the Army’s 
10th Mountain Division and later 
the Vermont National Guard’s 3rd 
Battalion, 172nd Infantry Regi¬ 
ment, she is also the president 
of the NYC Veterans Alliance 
and board member of Iraq and 
Afghanistan Veterans of Amer¬ 
ica, both are veterans advocacy 
groups. 

Beyond the contemporary ser¬ 
vice members of the post-9/11 
generation. Stars and Stripes 
holds historical significance to 
veterans of past generations. 

David Nelson, a former captain 
in the Marine Corps who served 
in 1971-1973, has kept decades- 
old copies of Stars and Stripes. He 
said the newspaper is “an impor¬ 
tant part of our military culture 
— especially for those serving in 
remote locations overseas.” 

“From my year in Okinawa in 
the early 70’s, I kept a number 
of my Stars and Stripes news¬ 
papers,” Nelson said. “If I had 
learned of the events and stories 
portrayed strictly by electronic 
means, I would not have been 
able to preserve my recollections 
of those days.” 

And Nelson recounted some of 
the historical front-page head¬ 
lines from Stars and Stripes. 

“Look at the memories stored 
on one page of the Jan. 24, 1973, 
Stars and Stripes — the an¬ 
nouncements of LBJ’s death, the 
Supreme Court decision in Roe 
V. Wade, the Paris peace talks 
preceding the end of the Viet¬ 
nam War, and George Foreman’s 
boxing knock-out of Joe Frazier,” 
Nelson said. “What a treasure 
and keepsake that issue of Stars 
and Stripes has been to me for the 
past 47 years, along with many 
other issues.” 


beynon.steven@stripes.com 
Twitter: @StevenBeynon 
EDITOR’S NOTE: The writer served 
two tours as an Army cavalry scout in 
Kunar, Paktika and Helmand provinces 
of Afghanistan. 
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So you’re stationed overseas and it’s 

a| Action VAJiy This handy flowchart on absentee voting 

Clll VIVWlilVIl jfVCIiBBB lays it all out. 



DO YOU WANT TO VOTE ^ 
IN U.S. ELECTIONS? -< 3 )- 


Have you registered to vote absentee 
and requested your ballot? 



NO 


Great! Have you received 
your ballot yet? 


I I 


Go to FVAP.gov and fill out a Federal Post Card 
Application (FPCA) to register and request your ballot. 
You can also get one from your VAO. Send it in by 
August 1 (or your state’s deadline). 


- >- 


If you haven’t received your state ballot in time 
to vote, use the Federal Write-in Absentee Ballot 
(FWAB) as a backup ballot. 

Get it at FVAP.gov. 


You’re on track. 
Have you filled out your 
ballot and sent it in? 



If your regular ballot arrives, 
fill that out and send it in too. 
Don’t worry; only one ballot 
will be counted. 


If you know someone 
who wants to vote, 
share this with them! 




- ->- 


Don’t miss your vote-by date! Send in 
your ballot by October 13 if you’re overseas 
or October 27 if you’re stateside. If you don’t 
have access to Military Postal Service, 
send it by October 5. 


After you send your ballot, 
you can check if it was received 
by your election office. 

Get started at FVAP.gov. 


Great! Have you checked 
that your ballot arrived? 


- < 


RiiVRGOV 

FEDERAL VOTING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 


- 





->►--1 


Wow, you’re one 
squared-away voter! 


Send it in like your regular ballot. 
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Americans stuck on 
cruise ship heading 
to stateside bases 



Andy Wong/AP 


A woman wearing a protective face mask receives a temperature check from a security guard as she 
enters Qianmen Street, a popular tourist spot, in Beijing on Sunday. 

Xi’s early involvement in virus 
outbreak raises more questions 


By Yanan Wang 
Associated Press 

BEIJING — A recent speech 
by Chinese President Xi Jinping 
that has been published by state 
media indicates for the first time 
that he was leading the response 
to a new virus outbreak from 
early on in the crisis. 

The publication of the Feb. 3 
speech was an apparent attempt 
to demonstrate that the Commu¬ 
nist Party leadership had acted 
decisively from the beginning, 
but it also opens Xi up to criti¬ 
cism over why the public was not 
alerted sooner. 

In the speech, Xi said that he 
gave instructions on fighting the 
virus Jan. 7 and ordered the shut¬ 
down that began Jan. 23 of cities 
at the epicenter of the outbreak. 
His remarks were published by 
state media late Saturday. 

“On Jan. 22, in light of the epi¬ 
demic’s rapid spread and the chal¬ 
lenges of prevention and control, 
I made a clear request that Hubei 
province implement comprehen¬ 
sive and stringent controls over 


the outflow of people,” Xi told a 
meeting of the party’s standing 
committee, its top body. 

The number of new cases in 
mainland China fell for a third 
straight day, China’s National 
Health Commission reported 
Sunday. The 2,009 new cases 
in the previous 24-hour period 
brought the total to 68,500. 

Commission spokesman Mi 
Feng said that the percentage of 
severe cases has dropped to 7.2% 
of the total from a peak of 15.9% 
on Jan. 27. The proportion is 
higher in Wuhan, the Hubei city 
where the outbreak started, but 
has fallen to 21.6% from a peak of 
32.4% on Jan. 28. 

“The national efforts against 
the epidemic have shown results,” 
Mi said at the commission’s daily 
media briefing. 

Taiwan reported its first death 
from the virus Sunday, the fifth 
death outside of mainland China. 
The island also confirmed two 
new cases, raising its total to 20. 

Taiwan’s Central News Agency 
reported that the person who died 
was a male in his 60s. The man 


had no recent overseas travel his¬ 
tory and no known contact with 
virus patients, CNA said, citing 
Minister of Health and Welfare 
Chen Shih-chung. 

Xi’s role was muted in the early 
days of the epidemic, which has 
grown into one of the biggest 
political challenges of his seven- 
year tenure. 

The disclosure of his speech 
indicates that top leaders knew 
about the outbreak’s potential se¬ 
verity weeks before such dangers 
were made known to the public. It 
was not until late January when 
officials said that the virus can 
spread between humans, which 
caused public alarm to rise. 

Zhang Lifan, a commentator 
in Beijing, said it’s not clear why 
the speech was published now. 
One message could be that local 
authorities should take responsi¬ 
bility for failing to take effective 
measures after Xi gave instruc¬ 
tions in early January. Alterna¬ 
tively, it may mean that Xi, as the 
top leader, is willing to take re¬ 
sponsibility because he was aware 
of the situation, Zhang said. 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — American cruise ship 
passengers quarantined aboard 
the Diamond Princess in Yoko¬ 
hama for possible exposure to 
the new coronavirus were to be 
flown to stateside military bases 
Sunday evening, according to the 
State Department. 

About 400 Americans were 
among the thousands kept aboard 
the vessel for two weeks after a 
guest on their 16-day Asian cruise 
tested positive for the coronavi¬ 
rus six days after leaving the ship 
in Hong Kong on Jan. 25. 

American passengers were to 
disembark the Diamond Prin¬ 
cess and leave Japan on a gov¬ 
ernment-chartered plane Sunday 
evening to Travis Air Force Base 
near Fairfield, Calif, according 
to an email sent to them Saturday 
by the United States Embassy in 
Tokyo. 

US. citizens aboard the ship 
could choose not to take the char¬ 
tered flight back, but they would 
be banned from returning to the 
US. “for a period of time,” said 
the message, which did not spec¬ 
ify from which airport the flight 
would depart. 

Health professionals will as¬ 
sess passengers “every step of 
the way, including before take¬ 
off, during the flight and after 
arrival,” the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention said in a 
statement Saturday. 

“US. Government staff will 
conduct risk assessments to en¬ 
sure the health of each traveler, 
including temperature checks 


and observation for respiratory 
symptoms,” the statement said. 

Once in the US., passengers 
must undergo another 14-day 
quarantine at either Travis or 
Joint Base San Antonio-Lack¬ 
land in Texas, the CDC statement 
said. 

“We understand this is frustrat¬ 
ing and an adjustment, but these 
measures are consistent with the 
careful policies we have instituted 
to limit the potential spread of the 
disease,” the Embassy’s email to 
passengers said. 

Americans from the Diamond 
Princess will join more than 600 
people undergoing quarantine 
on stateside military bases after 
evacuations from Wuhan, China, 
where the coronavirus was first 
recorded Dec. 31, according to 
the CDC. They will, however, be 
housed separately. 

There are no vaccinations for 
the coronavirus, whose symp¬ 
toms include fever, cough and 
shortness of breath. The World 
Health Organization on Saturday 
said that 1,524 of the more than 
50,054 people infected in China 
have died. Outside the country, 
526 are infected and two have 
died — one in Japan and the other 
in the Philippines. 

On Thursday, one person quar¬ 
antined at Lackland tested posi¬ 
tive for the coronavirus, bringing 
the number of Americans infect¬ 
ed to 15, according to the CDC. 

On Wednesday, officials re¬ 
leased 195 people from quaran¬ 
tine at March Air Reserve Base 
in Riverside County, Calif 

d b dr tibbs. cai tl m @st r i pes.com 

Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos 


Atomic-bombing exhibit to be in Hawaii on 75th anniversary of blasts 



The Missouri Battleship Memorial, berthed at Ford Island in Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii, will host an atomic-bomb exhibit this summer from 
the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in Japan. 


By Wyatt Olson 

AND HaNA KuSUMOTO 
Stars and Stripes 

FORT SHAFTER, Hawaii 
— The cities of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki will, for the first time, 
send a traveling atomic-bomb ex¬ 
hibit to Hawaii, where it will be 
displayed on the Battleship Mis¬ 
souri Memorial through the 75th 
anniversary of the August 1945 
nuclear bombing of those cities. 

The exhibit will present about 
30 panels and 20 items showing 
the effects of the atomic bomb 
explosions on the two cities, said 
Katsunobu Hamaoka, deputy di¬ 
rector of Hiroshima Peace Me¬ 
morial Museum. It will include 
items such as a statue, lunchbox 
and clothing, all deformed and 
altered due to the extreme nature 
of the nuclear detonation. 

The exhibit will be accessible 
on the mess decks of the historic 
battleship and open to all visi¬ 


tors paying the general admis¬ 
sion of $29.99 from July through 
Sept. 2, the date Japan officially 
surrendered in 1945 and ended 
World War 11. The surrender cer¬ 
emony was held aboard the USS 
Missouri, which was anchored in 
Tokyo Bay at the time. 

The ship is now a museum 
docked in Pearl Harbor and has 
had 9 million visitors since open¬ 
ing in 1999. 

US. bombers dropped nuclear 
weapons on Hiroshima and Na¬ 
gasaki on Aug. 6 and 9, 1945, re¬ 
spectively. An estimated 130,000 
to 230,000 people perished as a 
result of the attack, and survivors 
have been plagued with health 
problems through the subsequent 
decades. 

Japan’s Asahi newspaper re¬ 
ported that the Hawaii exhibit 
may include clothing and photos 
of victims severely burned in the 
blasts. 

A survivor of an atomic bomb¬ 


ing is also expected to share the 
experience with visitors, Hamao¬ 
ka said. 


“We hope it will be an opportu¬ 
nity for people to think about what 
they can do for peace,” he said. 


Masafumi Honda, a professor 
of Japanese studies at the Univer¬ 
sity of Hawaii-Hilo and a native 
of Hiroshima, helped secure the 
exhibit for the university. 

“My family has many hibaku- 
sha victims,” Honda said, using 
the Japanese term for those who 
suffered through the blasts. 

The university exhibit will 
close Oct. 24, which is United Na¬ 
tions Day. 

“We wanted to end it that day to 
promote an understanding of cul¬ 
tural differences,” Honda said. 

The traveling exhibit was first 
shown in 1995 at American Uni¬ 
versity in Washington, D.C., and 
has since then moved to several 
overseas locations each year, 
with a concentration on nuclear- 
capable nations, Hamaoka said. 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 
kusumoto.hana@stripes.com 
Twitter: @HanaKusumoto 
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MILITARY _ 

Polish residents 
feel safe, happy 
with US troops 



Timothy Hamlin/U.S. Army 


A U.S. soldier from 3rd Squadron, 2nd Cavalry Regiment, fires an AT4 shoulder-fired weapon system, 
during an anti-tank training course in Bemowo Piskie, Poland, on Jan. 31. 



Emily Dittmar/U.S. Army 


U.S. and Polish forces participate in a simulated tank battle during 
the “Tank Battle” event held at Bemowo Piskie Training Area in 
Poland last year. 


By Immanuel Johnson 
Stars and Stripes 

BEMOWO PISKIE, Poland 
— When American troops first 
deployed to northeast Poland in 
2017 to lead a NATO enhanced 
Forward Presence battle group, 
the population of the village of 
Bemowo Piskie grew by a third 
overnight. 

Nearly three years later, locals 
have grown used to the military 
presence and the occasional col¬ 
umns of tanks that pass through 
the village. Some say having the 
Americans in the village, which 
lies just south of the strategic 
Suwalki Corridor — a border 
area between Poland and Lithu¬ 
ania that is sandwiched between 
Belarus and the Russian exclave 
of Kaliningrad — makes them 
feel safer. Others just like having 
them in town. 

“American soldiers in Bemowo 
Piskie enjoy being here and we 
like having them,” said Kate, a 
villager who didn’t want to give 
her last name. 

The U.S.-led battle group is one 
of four on NATO’s eastern flank 
aimed at deterring Russian ag¬ 
gression in Europe. The other 
three are in Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania, all of which were an¬ 
nexed by the Soviet Union imme¬ 
diately after World War II, only 
regaining their freedom in 1991 
when the USSR crumbled. 

Russia often breaches the air 
space of the three Baltic states, 
has conducted crippling cyberat¬ 
tacks against them, and in 2014 


was accused by the Estonians of 
abducting a security official at 
the border. 

A 2018 report co-authored 
by former U.S. Army Europe 
commander Lt. Gen. (ret.) Ben 
Hodges called the Suwalki Cor¬ 
ridor, about 60 miles northeast 
of Bemowo Piskie, “some of the 
most important territory within 
NATO’s borders.” 

“It is NATO’s physical link 
between the Baltic littoral to the 
north and the European plain to 
the south. If this Corridor is not 
fully secured, NATO’s credibility 
as a security guarantor to Lithu¬ 
ania, Latvia, and Estonia could 
be seriously undermined,” the 
report said. 

Having American and other 
NATO troops in Bemowo Piskie is 
seen as a deterrent to Russian ag¬ 
gression because, under NATO’s 
founding principles, an attack on 
the battle group would be seen as 
an attack on the entire alliance. 
But with around 15,000 Russian 
troops based in Kaliningrad, just 
65 miles north of Bemowo Piskie, 
the U.S.-led battle group, which 
with Polish, Croatian, Romanian 
and British forces totals about 
1,200 troops, would be sorely out¬ 
numbered in an attack. 

The troops know their job 
would be to hold off any attackers 
until NATO could strike back on a 
much larger scale. 

“We have a training plan in 
case anything happens,” said 
Capt. Ian Staley, Lightning Troop 
commander for 3rd Squadron, 
2nd Cavalry Regiment. “We don’t 


feel that being this close [to Rus¬ 
sia] is an issue. It is an opportu¬ 
nity for us to be in Bemowo Piskie 
in case anything happens.” 

American troops cycle through 
Bemowo Piskie in six-month ro¬ 
tations, living in barracks inside 
the fenced-off training area of 
around 42,000 acres, where they 
regularly participate in exercises 


with forces from other NATO 
member states. 

Earlier this month, the battle 
group took part in “kill tank,” 
an exercise designed to “teach 
soldiers about the functions and 
capabilities of weapons sys¬ 
tems,” Staley said. In July last 
year, Bemowo Piskie was host to 
the first Interoperability Games, 


testing how well allied troops can 
use each other’s equipment and 
vehicles. 

Other than the language bar¬ 
rier and a 10 p.m. curfew, the 
American troops are free to take 
advantage of the village’s ameni¬ 
ties — two small grocery stores 
and two restaurants. 

“The soldiers enjoy going out in 
town and out at night, even though 
it is a small town,” Kate said. 

Some of the Americans came to 
Poland with apprehensions — not 
because of how close they’d be to 
Russia but because they’d heard 
stories about the long, cold win¬ 
ters and how small and isolated 
Bemowo Piskie is. 

“I heard a lot of horror stories, 
but it’s not as bad as I thought it 
would be,” said Spc. Kyle Berc- 
sik, who arrived in January with 
the 2nd Cavalry Regiment, out of 
Vilseck, Germany. 

“There are soccer and basket¬ 
ball teams,” and Bercsik attends 
Polish lessons with a few other 
soldiers, he said. 

“It puts the stress away for a 
couple of hours.” 

johnson.immanuel@stripes.com 
Twitter: Manny_Stripes 


Super Hornet loses cover 
to refuel tank over water 


Ramstein wing boss to 
transfer to DOD position 


By James Bolinger 

AND AyA IcHIHASHI 
Stars and Stripes 

MARINE CORPS AIR STA¬ 
TION IWAKUNI, Japan — An F/ 
A-18E Super Hornet lost a refuel¬ 
ing cover Wednesday while flying 
over water near Kadena Air Base, 
Okinawa, the Navy said in a state¬ 
ment Thursday. 

“The location where the cover 
was lost is yet to be determined, 
however the flight path occurred 
primarily over water and a U.S.- 
controlled airfield, and there are 
no safety concerns for the pub¬ 
lic,” it added. 

A post-flight inspection found 
no further damage to the aircraft, 
according to the Navy’s state¬ 
ment, which said the incident is 
under investigation. 


The Okinawa Defense Bureau, 
a branch of Japan’s defense min¬ 
istry, declined to comment on 
Friday. 

The jet belongs to Strike Fight¬ 
er Squadron 115 and was training 
with Air Force F-15 Strike Eagles 
from Kadena when the part was 
lost, according to a report in the 
Okinawa Times newspaper. 

The squadron is part of Car¬ 
rier Air Wing 5 based at MCAS 
Iwakuni. It regularly deploys with 
the aircraft carrier USS Ronald 
Reagan, now at its homeport at 
Yokosuka Naval Base, Japan. 

bolinger.James@stripes.com 
Twitter: @bolingerj2004 
ichihashi.aya@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Ayalchihashi 



Brig. Gen. Mark R. August 


Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa¬ 
ny — The commander of the Air 
Force’s largest wing in Europe 
has been selected for a Pentagon 
assignment with responsibil¬ 
ity for acquiring critical aircraft 
within the service’s fleet. 

Brig. Gen. Mark R. August, head 
of the 86th Wing at Ramstein Air 
Base, Germany, has been named 
the next director of global reach 
programs under the Air Force as¬ 
sistant secretary for acquisition, 
technology and logistics, the Pen¬ 
tagon said Thursday. 

The portfolio includes the ser¬ 
vice’s airlift, training and special 
operations programs, as well as 
specialty acquisitions like the 
Presidential Airlift Replacement. 
It also includes the KC-46 refuel¬ 


er, which has suffered from deliv¬ 
ery delays and safety defects. Air 
Force officials have said. 

The Pentagon did not say when 
August would report to his new 
post or name his replacement at 
Ramstein. 

August, a C-130 pilot, took com¬ 
mand of the 86th Wing in August 
2018. 

The Pentagon also announced 
Thursday that M^. Gen. Randall 
Reed has been named the next 
commander of 3rd Air Force. 
Headquartered at Ramstein, 3rd 
Air Force is responsible for U.S. 
Air Forces in Europe and Africa’s 
operations and support activities. 

Reed is currently a senior de¬ 
fense official and defense attache 
in Ankara, Turkey. He would re¬ 
place M^. Gen. John Wood. 
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How a 7-day truce 
could lead to peace 
in Afghanistan 


By Shashank Bengali 
Los Angeles Times 

By agreeing to pause hostili¬ 
ties for seven days, the U.S. and 
the Taliban could set Afghanistan 
on the path toward a peace agree¬ 
ment that has eluded the country 

AlklAIVCIC 

ANAIYSIS decades. 

But ana¬ 
lysts say an 
agreement between the Trump 
administration and Taliban rep¬ 
resentatives, a year and a half in 
the making, would actually be the 
easy part. 

What follows is likelier to be 
much more complex: negotiations 
between the Taliban and Afghan 
government officials over a pos¬ 
sible role for the Islamist militant 
group in the government and the 
future shape of the Afghan state. 

The U.S. and Taliban were ex¬ 
pected as early as Sunday to an¬ 
nounce a truce that would begin 
with a seven-day “reduction in 
violence” by both sides. If it suc¬ 
ceeds, the longtime adversaries 
would sign a broader agreement 
whose details have not been dis¬ 
closed, but are believed to include 
a timetable for the phased with¬ 
drawal of U.S. troops. 

In exchange, the Taliban would 
agree to stop transnational ter¬ 
rorist groups from operating in 
Afghanistan — their sheltering 
of al-Qaida is what prompted the 
U.S.-led invasion of Afghanistan 
in 2001 that resulted in their loss 
of power — and to enter into talks 
with the Afghan government and 
other power brokers. 

It is those intra-Afghan talks 
that will determine whether a 
country that has been mired in 
conflict for many decades can 
achieve a durable peace. 

“The U.S.-Taliban deal is not a 
peace deal,” said Laurel Miller, 
Asia director for the Interna¬ 
tional Crisis Group. “It’s a first 
step in that direction. The peace 
process will be the talks among 
Afghans, which may or may not 
reach a conclusion.” 

If the U.S. and Taliban sign 
an agreement, they will have 
achieved several breakthroughs. 
One is that the Taliban, by com¬ 
mitting to sit down across the 
table from President Ashraf 
Ghani and other Afghan leaders, 
would acknowledge the legitima¬ 
cy of a government they have long 
dismissed as a Western puppet. 

But another is that the US. will 
have acknowledged that it can¬ 
not defeat the Taliban militarily 
and is willing to support a peace 
process that could result in mili¬ 
tant leaders holding power in the 
Afghan government, one that 
American taxpayers have spent 
billions of dollars to build and fi¬ 
nance since the invasion nearly 
two decades ago. 

When the Taliban ran the 


country for several years in the 
late 1990s, the fundamentalist 
group banned girls’ education, 
persecuted religious minorities, 
carried out public executions and 
refused to share power. 

Omar Samad, a former Afghan 
diplomat who is nonresident fel¬ 
low at the Atlantic Council, said 
the talks could reshape Afghani¬ 
stan’s post-2001 political order. 

“It could be a power-shar¬ 
ing arrangement, constitutional 
amendments, a whole new sys¬ 
tem,” Samad said. “Some very 
basic questions that we thought 
we had resolved over the past 
two decades, such as the rights 
of women and minorities, how 
to shape the national security 
forces, how to reintegrate Tal¬ 
iban fighters — these are all very 
complicated issues that have to be 
dealt with.” 

The Taliban also would be 
negotiating from a position of 
strength, across the table from an 
Afghan political and military es¬ 
tablishment that has only grown 
more divided. Since the last at¬ 
tempt at a U.S.-Taliban truce col¬ 
lapsed in September, Afghanistan 
held a presidential election that 
has been so mired in allegations 
of irregularities that a winner has 
yet to be declared. 

Ghani, who has claimed victory 
in the election, has said he wants 
to lead the official delegation. But 
other religious, ethnic and mili¬ 
tary leaders are also jockeying to 
play a role. 

In September, President Don¬ 
ald Trump was in the midst of ar¬ 
ranging a secret meeting with the 
Taliban at the Camp David presi¬ 
dential retreat, despite opposition 
from leading U.S. security offi¬ 
cials. He abruptly canceled the 
session and said he was calling 
off peace talks when, amid the 
controversy, a car bomb killed an 
American soldier near Kabul. 

Defense Secretary Mark Esper 
said Saturday that the latest pro¬ 
posal negotiated between U.S. 
special envoy Zalmay Khalil- 
zad and the Taliban “looks very 
promising” and called it the best 
chance for peace in Afghanistan. 

The roughly 12,000 U.S. troops 
remaining in Afghanistan, advis¬ 
ing local troops and conducting 
counterterrorism missions, pro¬ 
vide a crucial support system for 
the Kabul government and the 
most reliable source of air power 
at a time when Taliban forces 
have proven capable of overrun¬ 
ning the Afghan army and now 
are estimated to control between 
one-third and one-half of the 
country. 

The U.S.-Taliban deal is ex¬ 
pected to include the withdrawal 
of a few thousand American 
troops within months. Whether 
the Trump administration will 
agree to a total withdrawal is not 
yet clear. 



Hadi Mizban/AP 


Anti-government rallies continue in Iraq 

Anti-government protesters set a fire while security forces use tear gas during clashes Sunday in central 
Baghdad. Mass anti-government protests erupted late last year, when thousands of Iraqis took to the 
streets in Baghdad and the predominantly Shiite provinces in southern Iraq to decry what they call 
rampant government corruption, poor services and lack of employment. 


PM: Death of al-Baghdadi has not 
weakened ISIS operations in Iraq 


The Washington Post 

MUNICH — Iraqi Kurdistan’s 
prime minister says the U.S. kill¬ 
ing of Islamic State leader Abu 
Bakr al-Baghdadi has not affect¬ 
ed the extremist group’s ability 
to operate and is warning that the 
militants are resurgent. 

Masrour Barzani, also the re¬ 
gion’s security chief, said that the 
organization is “regrouping” and 
mounting attacks in northern and 
western Iraq. 

“His killing has not weakened 
the ability of ISIS to operate,” 
Barzani said, using an acronym 
for the militant group, pointing to 
the ability of local cells to operate 
independently of the central lead¬ 
ership. “They have not stopped 
recruiting more people, they have 
not stopped attacking,” he added. 

Barzani’s warnings come 
against the background of his 
government’s efforts to urge 
the United States to find a way 
to maintain a troop presence in 
Iraq, amid political backlash in 
Baghdad over the Trump admin¬ 


istration’s targeted killing of top 
Iranian commander Qassem So- 
leimani on Iraqi soil last month. 

Soleimani’s slaying — which 
was precipitated by the death of 
American contractor in an attack 
on an Iraqi military base hosting 
U.S. troops — escalated tensions 
in the region. 

NATO said last week that it will 
pick up some of the training ac¬ 
tivities in Iraq currently run by 
the U.S.-led coalition, but details 
of troop reorganization and num¬ 
bers have not been worked out. 

“The militaries of the coalition 
and NATO will coordinate and 
determine how we can expand 
NATO’s efforts to support the 
Iraqi security services,” Defense 
Secretary Mark Esper said at a 
security summit on Friday. 

“It is imperative that we main¬ 
tain unrelated pressure on ISIS 
in Iraq and Syria, just as we hope 
the Iraqis do so in the long term,” 
he said. 

Although Iraq’s security forces 
are taking the lead on fighting 


the group, Iraqi and U.S. military 
officials say that coalition intelli¬ 
gence and aerial support remains 
crucial to the overall effort. 

Iraq announced earlier this 
month that the coalition had re¬ 
sumed operations alongside the 
country’s security forces, follow¬ 
ing a brief suspension in the wake 
of Soleimani’s killing. Western of¬ 
ficials, along with some Iraqi of¬ 
ficials, had raised concerns over 
the possibility that ISIS militants 
might take advantage of any dis¬ 
ruption in the capacities arrayed 
against it. 

Since the fall of their caliphate 
last year, the Islamist militants 
have been mustering in ungov¬ 
erned spaces that security forces 
struggle to penetrate — in Syria 
they are lying low in the desert, 
officials say. In Iraq, the largest 
group appears to be concentrat¬ 
ed in the no man’s land between 
Kurdish security forces and those 
from federal Iraq. 


No injuries in rocket strike near US Embassy 


Associated Press 

BAGHDAD — At least four 
rockets hit near the sprawling 
U.S. Embassy in Baghdad and 
an Iraqi base hosting American 
troops inside the Green Zone 
early Sunday, but caused no ca¬ 
sualties and only minor damage, 
U.S. and Iraqi officials said. 

The attack came just before 
3:30 a.m. local time, according 
to Col. Myles B. Caggins III, a 


spokesman for the U.S. military 
operation in Iraq. He only said 
the rockets hit the base hosting 
U.S. and other coalition forces. 

However, three Iraqi security 
officials said two of the rockets 
fell inside the U.S. Embassy com¬ 
pound, while another hit near the 
coalition base. 

The attack was the latest in a 
recent series of rocket and mor¬ 
tar strikes on Iraqi bases housing 
U.S. troops. On Thursday, a mor¬ 


tar shell exploded in the K1 Iraqi 
military airbase in Kirkuk prov¬ 
ince in northern Iraq. No casual¬ 
ties were reported, Iraqi security 
officials said. 

An Iranian missile attack on 
Iraq’s al-Asad air base on Jan. 
8 injured dozens of U.S. service 
members. It was in retaliation for 
the U.S. drone strike in Baghdad 
that killed Iran’s most powerful 
general, Qassem Soleimani, on 
Jan. 3. 
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Miss, braces for 
flooding as river 
may burst banks 


Associated Press 

JACKSON, Miss. — Authori¬ 
ties in Mississippi were bracing 
Sunday for the possibility of cata¬ 
strophic flooding in and around 
the state capital of Jackson as 
water levels rise precipitously in 
a river swollen by days of torren¬ 
tial rain. 

Mississippi Gov. Tate Reeves 
said water from the rain-swollen 
Pearl River would continue to 
rise throughout the day, and he 
warned the state is facing a “pre¬ 
carious situation that can turn at 
any moment.” 

Officials called on residents 
to pay attention to evacuation 
orders, check on road closures 
before traveling and stay out 


of floodwaters — warning that 
seemingly placid waters could 
mask quickly moving currents 
and pollution. Law enforcement 
officials have been going door 
to door telling people in affected 
areas to evacuate. Reeves said. 
Rescuers performed four assist¬ 
ed evacuations but said that none 
were needed overnight. 

“We expect the river to contin¬ 
ue to rise over the next 24 hours 
or so,” Reeves said during a news 
conference in Jackson. “We are 
not out of the woods yet.” 

The National Weather Service 
reported Sunday on its Twitter 
feed that the river was expect¬ 
ed to crest in the Jackson area 
at 37.5 feet on Monday. That is 
slightly down from the 38-foot 



Cam Bonelli, Hattiesburg (Miss.) American/AP 


Energy workers use a boat to reach homes along a flooded street 
Saturday to turn off the power in northeast Jackson, Miss. 


crest that had earlier been pro¬ 
jected to occur on Sunday. The 
weather service said the river is 
currently at 36.42 feet in Jackson 
— the highest it has been since 
1983. The Pearl River crested at 
43.2 feet on April 17, 1979 — its 
highest level. The second-highest 
level occurred May 5,1983, when 
the river got up to 39.58 feet. 

Officials Saturday night re¬ 
leased water from a nearby 
reservoir — the Ross Barnette 
Reservoir — to cope with the ris¬ 
ing river levels. They called on 


residents in northeastern Jackson 
who live in the flood zone to leave 
immediately. By Sunday morn¬ 
ing, Reeves said the inflow and 
the outflow of the reservoir had 
equalized. 

Reeves said once the river 
crests Monday it will take three to 
four days before the waters start 
to significantly go down. Part of 
the reason is that forecasters are 
expecting several inches of rain 
between midday Tuesday and 
Wednesday evening. 


DOJ scrutinized for reviewing cases for Trump 


When you are constantly launching 
politically motivated probes, the public 
can’t tell which investigations are 
legitimate and which are political. ^ 

Matthew Miller 

former spokesman for attorney general Eric Holder 


The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — The Justice 
Department in the Trump era 
has repeatedly tasked U.S. at¬ 
torneys from far-flung offices to 
parachute into politically explo¬ 
sive cases in Washington, raising 
concerns among current and for¬ 
mer officials that agency leaders 
are trying to please the president 
by reviewing and reinvestigating 
cases in which he is personally or 
politically invested. 

After a tumultuous week for 
federal law enforcement in which 
Attorney General William Barr 
declared he could not do his job 
if the president kept tweeting 
about criminal cases, and offi¬ 
cials revealed they had dropped 
one politically charged case while 
adding new prosecutors to oth¬ 
ers, several current and former 
officials expressed alarm at what 
they characterized as a troubling 
pattern. 

More than 1,100 former Justice 
Department employees signed 
a public letter Sunday urging 
Barr to resign over his handling 
of the case of President Donald 
Trump’s longtime friend Roger 
Stone — and exhorted current de¬ 
partment employees to report any 


unethical conduct. 

“The power to investigate is the 
power to destroy,” said Gregory 
Brower, a former U.S. attorney 
and former senior FBI official. 
The current approach to sensi¬ 
tive cases, he said, “gives the ap¬ 
pearance of politics coming into 
play whenever the president has a 
perceived political enemy... The 
ability to simply point to a pend¬ 
ing investigation against a person 
can have devastating effects on 
that person and can have a poten¬ 
tial political benefit to the person 
orchestrating the investigation.” 

On Friday, prosecutors said 
they would no longer pursue a 
criminal case against Andrew 
McCabe, the former acting FBI 
director who has long been a tar¬ 
get of Trump’s vitriol. 


The decision infuriated the 
president, according to a senior 
White House official, who like 
others spoke on the condition of 
anonymity to detail internal dis¬ 
cussions. Trump ranted privately 
to associates about the announce¬ 
ment, telling one he’s always 
known McCabe was a “bad guy.” 

Shortly after the McCabe an¬ 
nouncement on Friday, officials 
said that Barr had assigned Jeff 
Jensen, the U.S. attorney in St. 
Louis, to review and “assist” pros¬ 
ecutors currently handling the 
case of Trump’s former national 
security adviser Michael Flynn, 
who is still awaiting sentencing 
after having pleaded guilty to 
lying to the FBI during its investi¬ 
gation of Russian interference in 
the 2016 election. 


The Jensen appointment marks 
the latest iteration of an unusual 
trend inside the Justice Depart¬ 
ment of tasking outside U.S. 
attorneys with reviewing, man¬ 
aging, or reinvestigating work 
that would otherwise not be in 
their portfolio. Much of the effort 
seems aimed at re-examining the 
work of special counsel Robert 
Mueller III, whose probe of possi¬ 
ble coordination between Russia 
and the Trump campaign infuri¬ 
ated the president, or to target the 
president foes. 

“If this Justice Department 
had done it once, you might un¬ 
derstand, but they have done it 
over and over, and it’s only ever to 
re-examine an outcome that the 
president didn’t like,” said Mat¬ 
thew Miller, a former spokesman 
for President Barack Obama’s 
first attorney general, Eric Hold¬ 
er, who said the practice does 
“enormous harm” to the depart¬ 
ment’s reputation. “When you are 
constantly launching politically 
motivated probes, the public can’t 
tell which investigations are le¬ 
gitimate and which are political, 
and ultimately they question ev¬ 
erything. And that is clearly part 
of the goal.” 


In retort to abortion ban, lawmaker calls for vasectomies 


Associated Press 

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — An 
Alabama lawmaker fed up with 
her colleagues’ attempts to out¬ 
law abortion has filed legislation 
to require all men over 50 to get 
vasectomies. 

Democratic Rep. Rolanda Hol¬ 
lis said Friday that she introduced 


the bill to send “the message that 
men should not be legislating what 
women do with their bodies.” 

Alabama lawmakers last year 
approved a ban on abortion unless 
the woman’s life was in danger. 
A federal judge blocked the law 
from taking effect while a legal 
challenge plays out in court. 


“Year after year the m^ority 
party continues to introduce new 
legislation that tries to dictate a 
woman’s body and her reproduc¬ 
tive rights. We should view this as 
the same outrageous overstep in 
authority,” the Birmingham law¬ 
maker wrote in a statement. 

Hollis said that doctors, and 


not legislators, are the ones to be 
consulted. 

Hollis’ bill suggests the state 
require a man to get a vasectomy 
within one month of turning 50 or 
after the birth of his third child. 
The U.S. Supreme Court has 
ruled that forced sterilization is 
unconstitutional. 


3rd student struck by 
speeding truck dies 

OKLAHOMA CITY — A third 
member of a suburban Oklahoma 
City high school cross-country 
team who was struck by a speed¬ 
ing pickup truck earlier this 
month has died. 

Kolby Crum, 18, died Saturday 
at the University of Oklahoma 
Medical Center, said hospital 
spokeswoman April Sandefer. 

Crum was among seven mem¬ 
bers of the Moore High School 
cross-country team who were 
struck while running on a Moore 
sidewalk on Feb. 3, authorities 
said. 

According to police, the driver. 
Max Leroy Townsend, 57, was 
going 79 mph in a 25 mph zone 
when he crossed two lanes of traf¬ 
fic onto the sidewalk and struck 
the students and several parked 
cars. 

Student Rachel Freeman, 17, 
died on the day of the crash and 
Yuridia Martinez, 16, died the 
next day. 

Townsend was charged last 
week with two counts of man¬ 
slaughter, and several counts of 
driving under the influence of 
alcohol and leaving the scene of 
an accident. He remained jailed 
Saturday on $1.2 million bond. 

Cleveland County District 
Attorney Greg Mashburn told 
The Oklahoman that he plans to 
charge Townsend with a third 
manslaughter count. 

The day before the crash, 
Townsend’s 28-year-old son was 
killed in a multivehicle auto ac¬ 
cident in Moore. Court records 
do not list an attorney who could 
speak on Townsend’s behalf 

From The Associated Press 
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Black News Channel debuts 


By Brendan Farrington 

Associated Press 

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — For¬ 
mer U.S. Rep. J.C. Watts was 
beaming like a proud parent as 
he talked about the launch of 
Black News Channel — a project 
he’s worked on for years to create 
what’s now 
the nation’s 
only 24-hour 
news net¬ 
work aimed 
at African 
Americans. 

He was 
sitting at the 
network’s 
Tallahassee 
studio with 
Watts Gary Word- 

law, head of 
news and programming, watch¬ 
ing a countdown clock as the net¬ 
work prepared to go live. 

“I was sitting there leaning 
forward looking at the screen, 
and Gary goes, ‘OK, in about two 
minutes we’re going to see if this 
baby comes out.’ And sure enough 
it did,” Watts said in an inter¬ 
view at the studio. “We birthed a 
child on Feb. 10 at 6 a.m. Eastern 


Standard Time — a healthy child 
— and now we have to nurture it 
on to adulthood.” 

The goal of the network is to 
reach black audiences with sto¬ 
ries that give a broader perspec¬ 
tive about their community than 
what other networks provide. 
That could include health issues 
unique to African Americans, dis¬ 
cussions about historically black 
colleges and universities, how 
federal housing policy proposals 
could affect them or just simply 
making people aware of positive 
accomplishments African-Amer¬ 
icans are achieving. Watt said. 

“We are more than athletes 
and entertainers, and on the 
hard news side, we’re more than 
crime,” said Watts, who was a star 
quarterback at the University of 
Oklahoma in the 1980s and later 
played in the Canadian Football 
League. “For every 17-year-old 
African American male that you 
show me that’s being carted off in 
handcuffs on the 10 o’clock news 
... I can show you 50 17-year-old 
African American males that get 
up every morning trying to figure 
out, ‘How am I going to make my 
mother proud of me.’ That’s the 
story doesn’t get told enough.” 


Other channels focused on Af¬ 
rican American audiences, such 
as BET and TVOne, have had 
news programming but haven’t 
concentrated solely on news. 

Watts serves as chairman of the 
network, and it’s a project that he’s 
worked on for years. It received a 
lift when billionaire businessman 
and Jacksonville Jaguars owner 
Shad Khan provided the capital 
to get the channel on air. 

While there were some glitches 
that kept the network from being 
seen in all the markets it was hop¬ 
ing to reach during the first week 
launch. Watts said those problems 
will be resolved. The network 
has or is working on agreements 
with cable, satellite and television 
streaming companies and ex¬ 
pects to soon be available in more 
than 100 million households. 

Watts said he hopes that it isn’t 
just African-Americans that tune 
in. 

“For anyone who wants to have 
a deeper relationship, a deeper 
understanding of the African- 
American community, I think we 
can be helpful,” Watts said. 



Nightclub shooting leaves at least 1 dead 



Ayah Galal, Channel 3 Eyewitness News (WFSB-TV)/AP 

A view of the scene of a shooting Sunday at the Majestic Lounge, in 


Associated Press 

HARTFORD, Conn. — Gun¬ 
fire erupted at a Connecticut 
nightclub early Sunday morning, 
killing a man and wounding four 
other people, police said. 

A 28-year-old man died in the 
shooting at the Mqjestic Lounge 
in Hartford’s South End, pohce 
Lt. Paul Cicero said. Two other 
males and two females were 
wounded, with two of them in sur¬ 
gery Sunday morning and two in 
stable condition, he said. None of 
their names was released. 

Police officers had been sta¬ 
tioned outside the club because of 
previous problems there and re¬ 
ported the shooting at about 1:30 
a.m. Officers rushed in, but were 
confronted with a large number 
of people running toward the 
exits, Cicero said. 

“Everybody started pushing 
their way out to get away from the 
gunfire,” he said. “It was kind of 
pandemonium.” 


Hartford, Conn. 

Officers, however, were able to 
provide immediate medical care 
to the victims, he said. 

There were no suspects in cus¬ 


tody. Officials said there was lit¬ 
tle information to release because 
the investigation was in the very 
early stages. 


Lawyer: Miss, man accused in 8 killings ‘snapped’ 


Associated Press 

MAGNOLIA, Miss. — A man 
accused of killing eight people 
in Mississippi was fearful of the 
breakup of his family and “just 
snapped,” an attorney for the de¬ 
fendant argued Saturday during 
the first day of his death penalty 
trial. 

The killings began after Willie 
Cory Godbolt entered his in-laws’ 
home in Bogue Chitto and got into 
an argument with his estranged 
wife and her family over the cou¬ 


ple’s two children, witness Vin¬ 
cent Mitchell testified in a Pike 
County courtroom, according to 
The Daily Leader. 

Mitchell said Godbolt fatally 
shot a responding deputy and 
then killed Godbolt’s mother-in- 
law and two other people. God¬ 
bolt then went to two other horn 
es in south Mississippi’s Lincoln 
County, killing two of his teenage 
cousins and a husband and wife, 
investigators said. 

Godbolt’s attorney Katherine 


Poor told the jurors that her cli¬ 
ent, now 37, was trying to protect 
his family and didn’t want his 
daughter staying at the home, 
since he believed she had been in¬ 
appropriately touched by a family 
member there. 

“Cory just snapped,“ Poor said. 
“Cory couldn’t see the breakup of 
his family. He couldn’t fail to pro¬ 
tect his children. In that moment 
in a haze of fear at the breakup 
of his family, Cory pulled his gun 
out.” 



Aubrey Gemignani, NASA/AP 

The Northrop Grumman Antares rocket with Cygnus resupply 
spacecraft onboard launched Saturday at NASA’s Wallops Flight Facility 
in Wallops Island, Va. The shipment is expected to arrive Tuesday. 


Rocket sends snacks 
to Space Station crew 


Associated Press 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. — A 
cargo ship rocketed toward the 
International Space Station on 
Saturday, carrying candy and 
cheese to satisfy the astronauts’ 
cravings. 

Northrop Grumman launched 
its Cygnus capsule from the Vir¬ 
ginia seashore. The nearly 4-ton 
shipment should arrive at the or¬ 
biting lab Tuesday. It took three 
tries over the past week to get the 
Antares rocket off the pad, with it 
finally taking flight at 3:21 p.m. 
— an auspicious 3-2-1. 

“Awesome launch,” Joel Mon- 
talbano, NASA’s deputy space 
station program manager, said 
once the capsule reached orbit. 

Besides the usual experiments 
and gear, the capsule holds Ched¬ 
dar and manchego cheeses, fresh 
fruit and vegetables, chocolate 
and three kinds of gummy candy 
expressly requested by the three 
station astronauts: Skittles, Hot 
Tamales, and Mike and Ike’s. 

Periodic supply runs by Russia, 
Japan and NASA’s two private 
shippers, Northrop Grumman 
and SpaceX, usually provide 
more than experiments, equip¬ 
ment, clothes and freeze-dried 
meals. The capsules also bring 
family care packages, as well as 
fresh food to offset the run-of- 
the-mill station grub. 

This latest delivery should have 
arrived well before Valentine’s 
Day. But last-minute equipment 
concerns at the Wallops Island 


launch pad Feb. 9 halted the 
countdown for the Antares rock¬ 
et, then bad weather moved in. 
Dangerously high wind scuttled 
Friday’s attempt. 

This was the company’s 
13th space station delivery for 
NASA. The Cygnus capsules 
get their name from the Swan 
Constellation. 

This particular Cygnus is chris¬ 
tened the SS Robert H. Lawrence 
in honor of America’s first black 
astronaut. Lawrence, an Air 
Force m^or, was chosen in 1967 
as an astronaut for a classified 
military space program known 
as the Manned Orbiting Labora¬ 
tory. He was killed five months 
later in a plane crash and never 
flew in space. 

The space station is now home 
for Americans Jessica Meir and 
Andrew Morgan and Russian 
Oleg Skripochka. Morgan has 
been there since July and the two 
others since September; they’ll 
remain on board until April. 
Three other astronauts returned 
to Earth earlier this month. 

Until astronaut launches re¬ 
sume from Florida — possibly 
by SpaceX this spring — the sta¬ 
tion crew will be limited in size 
to three. NASA astronauts now 
launch on Russian rockets from 
Kazakhstan. 

Boeing, NASA’s other commer¬ 
cial crew provider, is struggling 
with software problems in its 
astronaut capsule. A December 
test flight was marred by coding 
errors. 
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AMERICAN ROUNDUP 


Presidential figures from the Mount Rushmore National Memorial walk down Main Street in Lexington, Va., on Friday representing the 
delegation from South Dakota during Washington & Lee University’s Mock Convention parade. The mock convention, held every four years 
since 1908, predicted that Sen. Bernie Sanders, l-Vt., will be the 2020 Democratic presidential nominee. 

THE CENSUS 

The approximate number of small animals removed 
from a home in Kansas City, Mo. Mikabel Montero, 

24, and Natasha Marie Acosta, 21, were charged with 
three counts of animal cruelty alleging they provided in¬ 
adequate care and allowed an offensive odor to emanate 
from their duplex, The Kansas City Star reported. Nearly 220 of the almost 270 
taken in by the KC Pet Project animal shelter were rats. Other animals included 
geckos, rabbits, turtles, hamsters and guinea pigs, as well as others. 


270 


Blue lobster gifted to 
New England aquarium 

||i| A BOSTON — The New 
lwl^% England Aquarium 
has a new resident: a bright blue 
lobster. 

The Boston aquarium was re¬ 
cently gifted the colorful crusta¬ 
cean that was caught in the wild 
by Patriot Seafoods. It’s on display 
in the aquarium’s Isle of Shoals 
exhibit after a 30-day quarantine 
to ensure it was healthy. 

The blue lobster joins other 
oddly colored lobsters already at 
the aquarium, including a yellow 
lobster, a calico lobster and a half 
black, half orange lobster, which 
the aquarium calls the “Hallow¬ 
een” lobster. 

Man cuts off girlfriend’s 
arm with machete 

ly ^ FAYETTEVILLE 

— Police in North Car¬ 
olina said that a man cut off his 
girlfriend’s arm with a machete. 

Citing court documents. The 
Fayetteville Observer reported 
that the woman’s left arm had 
been severed below the elbow. 

The woman, 54, told police 
that she had asked Ryan Alexan¬ 
der Tyndall, 27, for some Xanax. 
Court documents said he told 
her the medication was in the 
bedroom. After she walked in, 
she said she felt a sharp pain in 
her arm and saw that her arm 
had been cut, court documents 
stated. 

The woman said she ran away. 
She was airlifted to Duke Medi¬ 
cal Center and underwent emer¬ 
gency surgery. 

Tyndall was charged with at¬ 
tempted first-degree murder and 
assault with a deadly weapon 
with intent to kill inflecting seri¬ 
ous injury. 

Man looking for store 
gets directions to jail 

PI SUMMERFIELD — A 
r L Florida man, 63, who 
stopped a sheriff’s deputy to ask 
how to get to an auto parts store 
instead got directions to jail when 
the deputy arrested him on DUI 
and cocaine possession charges. 

Juan Zamora was driving near 
Ocala when he flashed his head¬ 
lights at a Marion County Sher¬ 
iff’s deputy’s squad car, an arrest 
report said. Deputy Calvan Batts 
pulled over and Zamora asked 
him for directions to the auto 
parts store. 

Batts wrote in the report that 
he could smell alcohol and ob¬ 
served Zamora’s bloodshot and 
watery eyes. 

Batts wrote that he found a 
small bag with a powdery sub¬ 
stance in Zamora’s shirt pocket 
that field-tested for cocaine. The 
arrest report said Batts also found 
a bottle of whiskey in the car. 

Boy honored after 
saving family from fire 

A KINGSTON — A boy 
who saved his family 
from a house fire received spe¬ 
cial recognition from officials in 
northwest Georgia. 

Noah Woods, 5, woke up to 
flames in the room he and his 


sister, Lilly, 2, shared. Officials 
said he pulled himself and his sis¬ 
ter to safety through a bedroom 
window. He then ran next door, 
according to an online funding 
campaign, and grabbed his uncle, 
who helped the rest of the family 
of eight escape. 

Noah was presented with a 
proclamation from Bartow Coun¬ 
ty Commissioner Steve Taylor 
honoring him with his very own 
day, WXIA-TV reported. 

The Bartow County Fire De¬ 
partment also presented Noah 
with his own badge, certificate, 
helmet and firefighter pajamas. 
He also got a chance to ride in the 
firetruck. 

Women find notes 
on cars from ‘Alex’ 

P WILMINGTON 

— Several women in 
Delaware said that they’ve found 
notes on their cars in recent 
months from a man named Alex. 
He said in each note that he finds 
the women attractive. He also 
asks them to chat and leaves his 
phone number. 

The News Journal in Wilm¬ 
ington reported that the women 
found the notes tucked into their 
door handles while parked at 
shopping plazas near Ogletown 


and Stanton. 

Master Cpl. Michael Austin 
of the Delaware State Police 
said police have investigated the 
notes. He said the telephone num¬ 
ber was a non-working number 
and that no evidence of criminal 
activity was found. 

Museum seeks to name 
robotic dinosaur 

Kl IWI ALBUQUERQUE 
I w I — The New Mexico 
Museum of Natural History & 
Science is trying to find a name 
for the robotic version of the Bisti 
Beast tyrannosaur. 

The museum in Albuquerque 
has collected suggestions for 
names from visitors for months. 

They have narrowed down 
the choices to the top five most 
popular suggestions and want the 


public’s help choosing the final 
name. 

Museum officials said the most 
popular suggested names include 
Juniper, Bailey, Bella, Betty and 
Bonita. 

They plan to announce a name 
for the Bisti Beast on March 14 
when the museum opens its next 
dinosaur exhibit. 

Area’s first wolf pack in 
70 years confirmed 

DENVER — Colo- 
rado Parks and Wild¬ 
life officials confirmed the first 
documentation of a wolf pack in 
Colorado in more than 70 years. 

DNA testing of scat samples 
taken near an elk carcass in Mof¬ 
fat County in January confirmed 
the samples came from wolves, 
KMGH-TV reported. 


The test results from north¬ 
western Colorado indicated three 
female wolves and one male and 
showed the animals were related 
and likely to be full siblings. 

Officers heard distinct howls 
in the area before spotting six 
wolves through binoculars, the 
department said. 

Whale-watching cruise 
has close encounter 

^ A DANA POINT — A de- 
lighted passenger on a 
whale-watching cruise was able 
to pet a 35-foot gray whale that 
surfaced near the boat off South¬ 
ern California. 

The curious whale appeared 
near the surface of the water near 
Dana Point, the Orange County 
Register reported. 

The passenger splashed her 
hand in the water, tapped the 
boat’s side and blew kisses to the 
giant marine mammal. 

Suddenly the whale’s head 
popped out of the water and the 
woman reached out and pet it. 

The up-close encounter is rare 
in Southern California, where 
whales typically keep a distance 
from boats as they migrate be¬ 
tween Alaska and Mexico, the 
newspaper said. 

From wire reports 



Stephanie Klein-Davis, The Roanoke (Va.) Times/AP 


Monumental parade 
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Record floods as storm rips across UK 



Ben Birchall, PA/AP 

A member of the public is rescued after flooding in Nantgarw, Wales, on Sunday. 


By Pan Pylas 
Associated Press 

LONDON — Storm Dennis 
hammered Britain on Sunday, 
bringing a month’s worth of rain 
in just 48 hours to parts of South 
Wales, which bore the brunt of the 
country’s second severe storm in¬ 
side a week. 

Rivers across Britain burst 
their banks and a number of se¬ 
vere flood warnings remained in 
place as authorities strove to get 
people to safety and to protect 
homes and businesses. The Met 
Office, Britain’s meteorological 
service, said the disruption is set 
to carry through into Monday. 

Dennis has been so intense that 
England posted a record number 
of flood warnings and alerts and a 
rare “red warning" for extremely 
life-threatening flooding was an¬ 
nounced for South Wales. 

The Met Office only issues a red 
warning when it thinks the weath¬ 
er will be so dangerous there’s a 
“risk to life” and that people must 
take immediate action to protect 
themselves. It was the first time 
a red warning has been sounded 
since December 2015. 

Though the warning only 
lasted a few hours. South Wales 
Police declared a m^jor incident 
as firefighters and rescue crews 


continued to help communities 
following multiple floods, land¬ 
slides and evacuations. Nearby 
Gwent Police said residents of 
Skenfrith were being advised to 
evacuate due to the flooding. 

The Met Office said the highest 
wind gust recorded was 91 mph 
at Aberdaron in north Wales on 
Saturday. It also said 6.1 inches of 
rain fell at Crai Reservoir in the 
Welsh county of Powys over 48 


hours to Sunday morning. One of 
the worst-hit areas in South Wales 
was the village of Nantgarw, near 
Cardiff, which saw entire streets 
underwater since the early hours 
of Sunday morning. 

As the wet and windy weather 
started to clear across parts of 
the south and headed north and 
eastwards, the number of flood 
warnings across the U.K. de¬ 
clined but there were still around 


360 of them in place Sunday, from 
the north of Scotland through to 
Cornwall in southwest England. 

John Curtin, the executive di¬ 
rector of flood and coastal risk 
management at the Environment 
Agency, said in a tweet that at 
one point during the day, Eng¬ 
land had the most flood warnings 
and lower-level alerts in force 
— 594 — than on any other day on 
record. 


Israel: Hamas hackers tried to ‘seduce’ soldiers 


By Josef Federman 
Associated Press 

JERUSALEM — The Is¬ 
raeli military Sunday said it 
has thwarted an attempt by the 
Hamas militant group to hack 
soldiers’ phones by posing as 
young, attractive women on so¬ 
cial media, striking up friend¬ 
ships and persuading them into 
downloading malware. 

Lt. Col. Jonathan Conricus told 
reporters that the phones of doz¬ 
ens of soldiers had been infected 
in recent months, although he 
said the army detected the scam 
early on and prevented any m^or 


secrets from reaching the Islamic 
militant group. 

“We do not assess there is any 
significant breach of informa¬ 
tion,” the military spokesman 
said. 

Conricus said this was the 
third attempt by Hamas to target 
male soldiers through fake social 
media accounts, most recently 
in July 2018. But he said this lat¬ 
est attempt was by far the most 
sophisticated. 

He said Hamas used a num¬ 
ber of social media platforms, 
including WhatsApp, Facebook, 
Instagram and Telegram, to 
make contact with unsuspecting 


soldiers. Posing as young women 
on social media, the group struck 
up friendships with the soldiers, 
sending photos, texts and voice 
messages to them. 

The “women” claimed to be 
new immigrants to explain their 
poor Hebrew, and even claimed 
to be deaf or hard of hearing as 
an excuse for texting, instead of 
speaking directly on the phone, 
Conricus said. The profiles ap¬ 
peared on multiple platforms, and 
he said the photos were disguised 
to make it difficult to “reverse 
track” them, giving the accounts 
additional authenticity. 

“We see that the level of social 


engineering is much higher and 
much more advanced and sophis¬ 
ticated when compared to previ¬ 
ous attempts done by Hamas,” 
he said. “We see that they’re of 
course learning and upping their 
game.” 

Eventually, they sent the sol¬ 
diers links to “seduce” them into 
downloading what they said was 
a Snapchat-like app to exchange 
photos that could quickly disap¬ 
pear, Conricus said. In reality, 
the links were to three malware 
programs — Catch&See, Zatu- 
App and GrixyApp — that al¬ 
lowed Hamas to gain access to 
the soldiers’ phones. 


Fire burns orphanage in Haiti, families seek answers 



Dieu Nalio Chery/AP 


Orphanage of the Church of Bible 
Understanding employee Rose-Marie Louis 
holds her head amid the charred children’s 
home Friday in Kenscoff, Haiti. 


By Evens Sanon 
Associated Press 

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti — Relatives of 
15 children killed in a fire at an orphanage 
continued to show up outside the burned-out 
compound Saturday seeking news about their 
missing kids. 

The gates to the two-story, walled com¬ 
pound were shut and guards shooed away 
visitors and journalists asking for information 
and access to the building. 

Eighty-year-old Simon Comie came looking 
for his 4-year-old granddaughter and was told 
to return Tuesday because officials had no in¬ 
formation on the girl. 

“I came to find out if my granddaughter, 
Louisimon, is here,” he said. “If she died, God 
took her away.” 

The home, located in the hills above the cap¬ 
ital, is run by the Pennsylvania-based Church 
of Bible Understanding, which also operates 


another orphanage nearby. 

About half of the kids who died were babies 
or toddlers and the others were about 10 or 11 
years old, workers at the home said. They said 
the blaze started around 9 p.m. Thursday and 
it took firefighters about 90 minutes to arrive. 

Haitian authorities went to the group’s sec¬ 
ond orphanage Friday and removed about two 
dozen children, but did not close the facility 
until alternative quarters could be found for 
the remaining children. 

The Associated Press previously reported 
on a long-standing series of problems at the 
two children’s homes run by the Church of 
Bible Understanding. 

The group lost accreditation for its homes 
after a series of inspections beginning in 
November 2012. Haitian inspectors faulted 
the group for overcrowding, unsanitary con¬ 
ditions and not having enough adequately 
trained staff 


Iran: War 
would harm 
Trump bid 
for reelection 

Associated Press 

TEHRAN, Iran — Iranian 
President Hassan Rouhani said 
Sunday that he doesn’t believe 
the US. will pursue war with 
his country, because it will harm 
President Donald Trump’s 2020 
reelection bid. 

Rouhani said that Trump knows 
that war with Iran will “ruin” his 
chances of winning the 2020 US. 
presidential election. The Ira¬ 
nian leader added that war would 
be harmful to US. interests and 
those of its regional allies, as well 
as Iran. 

“I think the Americans aren’t 
after war since they know what 
harm it could do them,” said Rou¬ 
hani in a news conference. 

He said that Persian Gulf na¬ 
tions like the United Arab Emir¬ 
ates, Bahrain and Qatar stood a 
lot to lose if conflict between Iran 
and the US. turns to war. 

Tehran and Washington came 
close to an open conflict in Janu¬ 
ary, when a US. drone strike 
killed Iran’s top general, Qassem 
Soleimani, outside Baghdad. Iran 
retaliated with missile strikes 
on a base housing US. troops in 
Iraq. Tensions have been escalat¬ 
ing steadily since Trump pulled 
the US. out of Tehran’s 2015 nu¬ 
clear deal with world powers, and 
reimposed crippling sanctions. 

Rouhani also encouraged Ira¬ 
nians to turn out in large num¬ 
bers for parliamentary elections 
on Friday, as a show of defiance 
against the US. 


Countries to uphold 
Libya arms embargo 

MUNICH — Countries with 
interests in Libya’s civil war re¬ 
committed themselves Sunday 
to uphold a barely working arms 
embargo, four weeks after a peace 
summit in Berlin was followed by 
numerous new arms violations, 
officials from Germany and the 
UN. said. 

Germany and the UN., which 
co-hosted the Jan. 19 Berlin sum¬ 
mit, gathered foreign ministers 
and other officials from a dozen 
countries on the sidelines of the 
Munich Security Conference to 
try to bolster a drive to cut off out¬ 
side military support for Libya’s 
warring parties. 

The countries involved include 
the five permanent members of 
the UN. Security Council, along 
with Italy, Turkey and the United 
Arab Emirates. Sunday’s meet¬ 
ing formally launched an inter¬ 
national follow-up committee on 
Libya. Italy will co-chair the next 
meeting, in Rome in March. 

At the Berlin summit, partici¬ 
pants agreed to respect the arms 
embargo, hold off on military 
support to Libya’s warring par¬ 
ties and push them to reach a full 
cease-fire. But UN. Secretary- 
General Antonio Guterres says 
that agreement has been repeat¬ 
edly violated. 

From the Associated Press 
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Vandals deface 
Valentine’s Day 
Banksy mnral 

Associated Press 

LONDON — The family who owns a house 
in southwest England where an artwork from 
Banksy appeared in time for Valentine’s Day 
has covered the mural after it was defaced. 

Temporary fencing was also added Saturday 
to the home in Bristol and closed-circuit televi¬ 
sion has been installed to protect the artwork, 
which shows a young girl firing red flowers 
from a slingshot. 

The elusive artist confirmed the mural as his 
creation on his official Instagram account on 
Feb. 14. It was later defaced with an expletive. 

Kelly Woodruff, the daughter of Edwin Si¬ 
mons, who owns the rented home on which the 
artwork appeared, said the family felt a “strong 
responsibility” to ensure that the artwork could 
be enjoyed by the general public. 

“Due to the mindless vandalism to the art¬ 
work, the family have taken the very difficult 
decision to cover the artwork to try to protect 
it,” she said. “All measures are temporary and 
we ask that the public are patient while we work 
out the best way to clean the damage, restore 
and protect it for the future, so everyone can People take photos Saturday with a mural by Banksy, which was vandalized, before the 
enjoy Banksy’s work.” family that owns the house on Marsh Lane, in Bristol, England, covered it to protect it. 



Sri Lanka: US move on 
army chief needs review 

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka — Sri 
Lanka asked the United States on 
Sunday to review its decision to 
impose a travel ban on the island 
nation’s army chief, who has been 
accused of grave human rights 
abuses during the final stage of 
the country’s civil war that ended 
11 years ago. 

Foreign Minister Dinesh Gu- 
nawardena summoned U.S. Am¬ 
bassador Alaina B. Teplitz to the 
ministry and formally conveyed 
Sri Lanka’s strong objections to 
the travel ban, which he said “un¬ 
necessarily complicates the U.S.- 
Sri Lanka relationship.” 

The U.S. government on Friday 
issued a travel ban on the army 
chief, Shavendra Silva, saying 
there is “credible information of 
his involvement” in human rights 
violations during the final phase 
of the war. The ban prohibits 
Silva and his family from travel¬ 
ing to the U.S. 

Sri Lanka has denounced the 
ban. 

On Friday, Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo said in a statement 
that “the allegations of gross 
human rights violations against 
Shavendra Silva, documented 
by the United Nations and other 
organizations, are serious and 
credible.” 

From The Associated Press 
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FACES 


Not real, but spectacular 



TNS 


“Mean Girls” and its infamous bum book live on, shown here with the cast for its national 
theatrical tour in 2019. The 2004 movie also inspired a holiday on Oct. 3. 


Sometimes the fake 
holidays created in TV 
and movies are more 
fun than the actual ones. 
Here are 8 of the best. 

By Travis M. Andrews 

The Washington Post 

If anything about this day and age is cer¬ 
tain, it’s that people love celebrating fake hol¬ 
idays. National 7-Eleven Day. Fried Chicken 
Day. Presidents’ Day. (We’ll never believe 
that one’s real.) But these social media 
hashtags are mere trifles. Pop culture has 
brought us a glut of wonderful fake holidays, 
some that are even celebrated in the real 
world now. It’s clearly vital to rank them im¬ 
mediately. (You’re welcome.) 

8. Treat Yo^ Self 

from ‘Parks and Recreation’ 

“It’s the best day of the year” was the an¬ 
nual exclamation from Tom Haverford (Aziz 
Ansari) and Donna Meagle (Retta). As the 
former explained, “It’s the one day of the year 
I allow myself to be selfish.” The roving holi¬ 
day found the two buying themselves what¬ 
ever they wanted, be it clothes, massages, 
fine leather goods or “sushi made from fish 
previously owned by celebrities.” The price 
doesn’t matter. The absurdity doesn’t matter. 
All that does is making yourself happy. We 
can certainly get behind that! 

7. Refrigerator Day 
from ‘Dinosaurs’ 

Remember that bizarre series featur¬ 
ing a family of an¬ 
thropomorphic 
dinosaurs in 
which the baby 
dinosaur yelled 
“Not the mama!” 
over and over 
again? Well, in 
that show, they 
celebrate Re¬ 
frigerator Day, 

“when dinosaurs 
celebrate the one 
invention that 
made modern 
civilization 
possible,” as 
Grandma Ethyl 
(Florence Stan¬ 
ley) explained. 

They fast for 
two days “to 
remind us of the 
hardships our ancestors 
faced before cold storage,” dine on mold pie 
and give each other pails of paint as gifts. 
Not that far off from our own holidays, when 
you think about it. 

6. Pretzel Day from ‘The Office’ 

Free soft pretzels in the lobby once a year? 
What’s not to love? Stanley 
Hudson (Leslie David 
Baker) said it better 
than we can: “I wake 
up every morning in 
a bed that’s too small, 
drive my daughter to 
a school that’s too ex¬ 
pensive and then I go 
to work to a job for which 
I get paid too little. But on 
Pretzel Day? Well, I like Pretzel Day.” 


5. Oct. 3 from ‘Mean Girls’ 

Only one day of the year really matters, 
the day Aaron Samuels (Jonathan Bennett) 
asked Cady Heron (Lindsay Lohan) for the 
date. No, not on a date, just for the date. It was 
Oct. 3, and it was so fetch. So now, every Oct. 

3, we celebrate Mean Girls Day by wearing 
pink (even if it’s not Wednesday), writing in 
our burn books and celebrating Brutus (who 
is “just as cute as Caesar”). Paramount even 
got in on the action, releasing a 15th-anniver- 
sary Blu-ray edition of the movie last Oct. 3. 

4. Unification Day from ‘Firefly’ 

This holiday, which appears in the show’s 
pilot, is actually bad. It should not be on this 
list. Basically, it’s a celebration of the bad 
guys (the Alliance) taking over the galaxy, 
which isn’t very fun, and our lead character, 
Capt. Reynolds (Nathan Pillion) “celebrates” 
it by getting into bar fights. Not one we actu¬ 
ally want to celebrate here in the real word, 
but “Firefly” is one of the best shows to ever 
exist and met an untimely end. So ranking 
it here allows for the opportunity to shout 
this chorus from the rooftops: BRING BACK 
“FIREFLY,” YOU COWARDS! 

3. Chrismukkah from ‘The DC’ 

Perfect for anyone in an interfaith house¬ 
hold, Chrismukkah takes “the best that 
Christian¬ 
ity and Judaism 
have to offer.” 

It’s the “great¬ 
est super-holi¬ 
day known to 
mankind,” said 
its creator, Seth 
Cohen (Adam 
Brody). So 
there’s “eight 
days of presents followed by one day of many 
presents.” There’s a Christmas tree and a 
Hanukkah menorah, and you celebrate by 
eating Chinese food and watching old mov¬ 
ies at home and wearing little Santa-hat 
yarmulkes. 

Like somany other holidays here, mgjor 
corporations began using it to make a few 
bucks, including Warner Bros., which 
created greeting cards and T-shirts cel¬ 
ebrating Chrismukkah. But we know the 
truth: All you need is some delivery moo 
shu chicken and a DVD of “It’s a Wonderful 
Life.” The best part is you don’t have to be 
Jewish or Christian to celebrate it! 


2. Galentine’s Day 

from ‘Parks and Recreation’ 

This show had really good holidays. Yes, 
Galentine’s Day, created by Leslie Knope 
(Amy Poehler), is a day exclusively for 
women. Specifically it’s the day when she 
and her female friends leave their husbands 
or boyfriends or empty houses to have break¬ 
fast together and celebrate one another. “It’s 
only the best day of the year. ... Ladies cel¬ 
ebrating ladies — it’s like Lilith Fair minus 
the angst,” as she put it. 

A righteous rejection of a Catholic inven¬ 
tion turned corporate holiday that became 
such a pop-culture flash point that multiple 
companies have special deals to celebrate 
it? Now, that’s pretty special. Anyway, who 
doesn’t love breakfast food? 

1. Festivus (for the rest of us) 
from ‘Seinfeld’ 

If the purpose of a holiday is to bring peo¬ 
ple together, what could be better than Fes¬ 
tivus? Invented by George Costanza’s father, 
Frank (Jerry Stiller), this holiday, 
which falls on Dec. 23, is the perfect ' 

Christmas replacement. It requires 
no decoration other than a metal 
pole. (“I find tinsel distracting,” 

Frank explained.) It begins with 
the family gathering around a table 
and you telling them “all the ways 
they have disappointed you over 
the years,” in the annual Airing of 
Grievances. After dinner comes the 
Feats of Strength, in which a child 
must wrestle his or her father. 

Probably no fake holiday has more 
deeply permeated culture. Some 
people actually prop up a metal pole 
in their homes, including former 
Wisconsin governor Jim Doyle. For¬ 
mer Baltimore Ravens head coach 
Brian Billick superstitiously began 
using the word “Festivus” in place 
of “playoffs” to avoid jinxing the 
team. Punk band Titus Andronicus 
titled its first record “The Airing 
of Grievances,” and rapper Wale 
released a mix tape titled “Festi¬ 
vus.” This list could go on and on. It I 
makes sense, though. After all, 
this is the one holiday for 
the rest of us. . 

photos 





Coming film 
makes case that 
Tupac is still 
alive, in Mexico 

By Martha Ross 

The Mercury News 

Imagine this: When Tupac 
Shakur arrived in Las Vegas on 
Sept. 7, 1996, to attend a Mike 
Tyson boxing match at the MGM 
Grand, he learned of a plot to kill 
him. 

So, the 25-year-old rapper 
worked out a plan to have a body- 
double ride in Suge Knight’s 
BMW sedan. That way, when a 
white Cadillac pulled up along¬ 
side the BMW on Las Vegas Bou¬ 
levard, and someone inside the 
Cadillac opened fire, Shakur was 
not the person who was fatally 
wounded. 

This plan allowed Shakur to 
slip away from the hospital, catch 
a helicopter ride and seek refuge 
among the Nav^o in New Mexi¬ 
co, where’s he’s been living ever 
since. 

This is the alternative reality 
explored in a new film by Las 
Vegas-based filmmaker Rick 
Boss. In an interview with Vegas 
news station KNTV, Boss said he 
believes that Shakur could still be 
alive. 

From Boss’ perspective, he’s 
not engaging in wishful Quen¬ 
tin Tarantino-esque revisionist 
history. 

The official story is that Shakur 
was struck by four rounds fired 
by someone in the Cadillac. The 
bullets hit him the chest, arm 
and thigh, and he died from his 
wounds six days later. 

The case officially remains 
unsolved. A 2002 Los Angeles 
Times investigative report said 
the shooting was carried out by 
a Compton, Calif-based gang as¬ 
sociated with the Crips to avenge 
Shakur’s beating of one of its 
members earlier that night. The 
Los Angeles Times report also 
implicated East Coast rappers, 
including The Notorious B.I.G., 
Tupac’s rival at the time. 

Conspiracy theories have 
long attached themselves to 
Shakur’s assassination, most of 
them pushing the idea that he is 
still alive, according to Rolling 
Stone. Shakur’s bodyguard has 
said he helped fake the rapper’s 
death and smuggled him to Cuba, 
while Suge Knight Jr., the son 
of the notorious Death Row Re¬ 
cords mogul, ended up backing 
off claims he made last year that 
Shakur was living in Malaysia 
and making new music. 

Boss knows that people will dis¬ 
miss his argument, but Boss said 
he received his information from 
people in the rapper’s family and 
close circle. 

Richard Garcia, the actor 
tasked with playing Shakur in the 
film, told KNTV that he believes 
the rap legend died in Las Vegas 
in 1996, but he said he is certain 
his music legacy is still alive. 

“He’s gone but like you said, 
like his mother said, he lives 
on through all of us,” Garcia 
^ J said. “Through our memo- 
"M ries, through our hearts, 
through our tribute.” 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

I “Mayday!” 

4 OED entries 
7 Heavy reading? 

II Send forth 

13 Dadaist artist 

14 Wicked 

15 Lighten 

16 Pair with an air 

17 Extra-long 

18 Groom carefully 
20 Gunk 

22 Writer’s block? 

24 Untie 
28 Small Greek 
restaurant 

32 Tolkien hero 

33 Tex. neighbor 

34 Nabokov novel 

36 Landed 

37 Royal crown 
39 Tales 

41 Salad leaf 

43 Whatever 

44 Madcap 
46 Kick out 
50—Alto, CA 
53 Uncivilized 

55 Theater award 

56 “So be it” 

57 World Cup cheer 

58 Decrease 

59 TV’s “Warrior 
Princess” 

60 Formerly 
known as 

61 Feminine 
principle 


DOWN 

1 Leak out slowly 

2 Actor Sharif 

3 Spanish ayes 

4 Bankroll 

5 Pharmaceutical 

6 Thread holder 

7 Seasonal work 

8 Eggs 

9 Blend 

10 Peyton’s 
brother 

12 Site of Sun 
Devil Stadium 
19 Standard 
21 Gut-punch 
reaction 

23“CSI” evidence 

25 Arias for one 

26 Actress Falco 

27 Forget-me- 

(flowers) 

28 Carry 

Answer to 


29 Related 
30— the Impaler 
31 Billboards 
35— glance 
38 “Selma” 
director 
DuVernay 
40 Low digit 
42 Noted 2001 
bankruptcy 
45 Harvard 
rival 

47 Online 
auction site 

48 New York’s 
— Field 

49 Adolescent 

50 Peace (Lat.) 

51 Soul, to Sartre 

52 Cariou of 
“Blue 
Bloods” 

54 Teeny 
evious Puzzle 
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2-17 CRYPTOQUIP 


KLDBA ONZO GLJGAUJM Z 
EZBU LC CAPPLRM RNL 
XAPBDAU EBVVZM LJ ONABU 
KLOLUGQGPAM: “GNAAMQ 

U B X A U . ” 

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: I WOULD WAGER THAT 
I MIGHT LIKE TO SOFTLY STROKE PUPPIES AND 
KITTENS, IF I WERE A PETTING MAN. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: K equals M 
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By Henry Olsen 

The Washington Post 

N ow that as many as six serious 
Democratic candidates remain 
in the race, pundits increasingly 
believe the party is headed for a 
brokered convention. Hold on to your hats 
if that happens, because it’s even more 
complicated than it sounds. 

Presidential nominating conventions 
used to be “brokered” because the del¬ 
egates were largely appointed by — and 
loyal to — political bosses. Delegates voted 
on multiple ballots as rivals vied for the 
bosses’ favor, making the quadrennial 
events the political equivalent of reality 
television. You could never be sure which 
governor or senator would be voted off the 
island and which would become the ulti¬ 
mate survivor. 

That all went out the window after the 
Democratic convention of 1968 nominated 
a person who had not entered a single pri¬ 
mary, Vice President Hubert Humphrey. 
Since then, both parties have adopted rules 
that award delegates according to the pop¬ 
ular vote in either primaries or caucuses. 
This in turn meant that one candidate 
emerged with a m^ority of the delegates 
committed prior to the convention, making 
those events the political equivalent of an 
infomercial. The voters ruled even if the 
bosses seethed, as was the case when Don¬ 
ald Trump hijacked the Republican Party 
in 2016. 

The Democratic Party’s delegate alloca¬ 
tion rules, however, raise the serious pos¬ 
sibility this year of a return of the party 
bosses. That’s because Democrats, un¬ 
like Republicans, do not give a statewide 
primary winner all or the lion’s share of 
that state’s delegates. Instead, Democrats 
award delegates proportionally to a can¬ 
didate’s share of the vote, so long as that 
person gets at least 15%. If a winner gets 


By Arthur I. Cyr 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

nly the third impeachment trial 
of a president in our history. 

These are the sort of words 
used by various media people 
to underscore and dramatize the alleged 
importance of the just concluded political 
performance in Washington. Delivered in 
solemn tones, the statement seems to carry 
great gravity and the weight of American 
history. 

However, this is a misleading represen¬ 
tation of our past — and our present. The 
impeachment and trials of presidents Bill 
Clinton and Donald Trump took place 
quite recently in historical terms, over the 
past quarter century. 

The first presidential impeachment and 
trial in 1868 involved President Andrew 
Johnson, Abraham Lincoln’s successor. 
For a century thereafter, the experience 
was considered so terrible, so fraught with 
danger, and so discredited by the target¬ 
ing of Johnson that there was no desire for 
repetition. 

Johnson, a Democrat from Tennessee, 
was selected as Republican Lincoln’s run¬ 
ning mate for the presidential campaign 
of 1864. He owned slaves, whom he freed 
in 1863, before slavery was formally fully 
abolished throughout the state. He was 
also committed to the preservation of the 
Union. 

Lincoln picked Johnson for political rea¬ 
sons, reflecting the realities of partisanship 
and geography. A year of some of the most 
brutal fighting of our terribly costly Civil 


A brokered convention 
thrills pundits and political 
junkies who live for this 
sort of thing, but it probably 
repels most Americans. 


26% of the vote, as Sanders did in New 
Hampshire, he or she gets about 26% of the 
delegates. 

This creates a strong incentive to stay 
in the race even if a candidate finishes 
third or fourth. In a Republican primary 
race, the third-place finish by Sen. Amy 
Klobuchar, D-Minn., in New Hampshire 
with about 20% of the vote would doom her 
to oblivion, as Sen. Lamar Alexander, R- 
Tenn., experienced during the 1996 GOP 
primary. But the Democratic rules encour¬ 
age her to stay in to pile up delegates, giv¬ 
ing her bargaining power at a brokered 
national convention. 

This is compounded by the party’s de¬ 
cision to front-load the delegate selection 
contest. About 40% of the delegates will 
have been awarded after Super Tuesday 
states vote on March 3, and more than 60% 
will have been set in stone after the March 
17 primaries. If someone is well short of a 
majority of the delegates awarded as of that 
date, it is nearly impossible for that person 
to win enough delegates in the succeeding 
contests to have a pre-convention majority. 
Thus, even if the race narrows to Sanders 
and one competitor after St. Patrick’s Day, 
Sanders could repeatedly defeat that per¬ 
son by 60-40 landslides and still not be as¬ 
sured the nomination. 

This is where the bosses come back in. 
About 16% of the delegates are not even 
selected by voters. These superdelegates, 
which consist mainly of elected Demo¬ 
cratic officials but also some longtime 


War lay ahead, but victory at last seemed a 
realistic possibility. The president wanted 
a Southerner on the ticket who could ease 
the way of reconstruction and reintegra¬ 
tion of the Southern states back into our na¬ 
tion. The two men ran on a National Union 
Party ticket rather than as Republicans. 

Johnson had served as elected governor 
of Tennessee and in the U.S. House of Rep¬ 
resentatives. He was also military gover¬ 
nor of the state after occupation by federal 
troops, and had additional solid military 
credentials. 

Lincoln’s assassination in early April 
1865, shortly after the surrender of Robert 
E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia, the 
principal Confederate force in the East, 
transformed the political environment. 
Even Lincoln would have been sorely chal¬ 
lenged in the Civil War’s aftermath, and 
Johnson quickly revealed his inadequacies 
for presidential leadership. Belligerent and 
inflexible, he soon became isolated politi¬ 
cally and a target of Radical Republicans 
in Congress. 

The Tenure of Office Act passed in 1867 
over Johnson’s veto prevented the presi¬ 
dent from removing any officer of the gov¬ 
ernment subject to Senate confirmation 
without the concurrence of that body. The 
president’s attempt to remove Secretary of 
War Edwin Stanton, a Radical Republican, 
resulted in impeachment. The law later 
was repealed. 

The political quarrel over who would 
serve as secretary of war was intense and 
bitter. Stanton for a time barricaded him¬ 
self in his office, and had Gen. Lorenzo 


unelected party activists, cannot vote on 
the first ballot but can vote in every ballot 
thereafter. Moreover, they are not pledged 
to any candidate, making them free to back 
whomever they want. That gives them the 
power that bosses had in prior years if they 
can get behind one of the other contenders 
en masse. 

This is why former Vice President Joe 
Biden or Klobuchar have a real chance to 
win. Imagine this very plausible scenario: 
Sanders has a third of the voter-allocated 
delegates with two-thirds split among 
Klobuchar, Biden, former New York Mayor 
Mike Bloomberg and former South Bend, 
Ind., Mayor Pete Buttigieg. Then suppose 
the superdelegates caucus, and the vast 
majority of them decide to back Klobuchar 
or Biden because they believe one of them 
is the most electable person who could 
unify the party. It doesn’t matter if Klobu¬ 
char or Biden ran fourth or fifth among 
the voter-selected delegates; the bosses’ 
votes would instantly make that person the 
front-runner. 

The likelihood that this could happen in¬ 
creases Sanders’ incentive to make his own 
deal with a contender. In such a scenario, 
he could, for example, offer Buttigieg the 
vice presidency in exchange for his del¬ 
egates’ support. Buttigieg could take that 
deal if he thinks he wouldn’t get a similar 
offer from a boss-approved nominee. This 
could anger supporters who backed him 
because they vehemently opposed Sand¬ 
ers, but that’s what a brokered convention 
does: empower insiders at the expense of 
voters. 

A brokered convention thrills pundits 
and political junkies who live for this sort 
of thing, but it probably repels most Ameri¬ 
cans. Watch the sparks fly in the summer 
and the fall if the Democratic nominee is 
undemocratically selected. 

senior fellow at the Ethics and Public Policy Center. 


Thomas, his successor designated by John¬ 
son, temporarily arrested. Stanton and his 
allies relented in part because of concern 
the Supreme Court would rule the Tenure 
of Office Act unconstitutional. 

The intense struggle had extremely high 
stakes, since practical control of the U.S. 
Army was involved. 

The Senate vote to remove Johnson from 
office fell just one vote short of the two- 
thirds required. Republican Sen. Edmund 
G. Ross, of Kansas, provided that vote, 
ending his political career. Johnson sur¬ 
vived but with no chance of a second term. 
Fortunately, U.S. military occupation of 
the South continued. 

In total, this impeachment represented 
a bitter and destructively divisive cap¬ 
stone to the most costly war in our history, 
with approximately 600,000 dead over 
four years. Understandably, the collec¬ 
tive lesson drawn by earlier generations of 
American was that impeachment was to be 
avoided if at all possible. 

That was the situation for just over a cen¬ 
tury, until the grueling Watergate crisis of 
1972-74 led to impeachment of President 
Richard Nixon, who resigned before any 
trial. The era also witnessed urban riots 
and violence, political assassinations, and 
the bitterly divisive Vietnam War. 

During those years, public alienation 
grew, authority declined. This set the stage 
for a more casual, cynical view of impeach¬ 
ing a president. 

Arthur I. Cyr is Clausen Distinguished Professor 
at Carthage College and author of “After the Cold 
War.” 
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Sports 
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The Genesis Invitational 

Saturday 

At Riviera Country Club 
Los Angeles 
Purse: $9.3 million 
Yardage: 7,322; Par: 71 
Third Round 

Adam Scott 72-64-67-203 -1( 

MattKuchar 64-69-70-203 -1( 

RoryMcllroy 68-67-68-203 -1( 

Russell Henley 67-69-68-204 -< 

Harold Varner III 67-68-69-204 -< 

Joel Dahmen 68-71-66-205 -f 

Dustin Johnson 72-66-67-205 -f 

MaxHoma 72-69-65-206 -; 

Talor Gooch 70-72-64-206 -; 

Sung Kang 69-67-70-206 -; 

Luke List 71-68-68-207 -( 

Scott Brown 71-68-68-207 -( 

Bryson DeChambeau 68-70-69—207 -( 

Jon Rahm 70-68-69-207 -( 

Wyndham Clark 67-68-72-207 -( 

HIdeki Matsuyama 71-72-64-207 -( 

Chubb Classic 

Saturday 

At The Classics at Lely Resort 
Naples, Fla. 

Purse: $1.6 million 
Yardage: 6,845; Par: 71 
Second Round 

Stephen Leaney 65-65-130 -i; 

Bernhard Langer 65-66-131 -i: 

Chris DiMarco 68-64-132 -1( 

Fred Couples 67-65-132 -1( 

Fred Funk 65-67-132 -1( 

Kevin Sutherland 70-63-133 -< 

Scott Parel 64-69-133 -< 

Marco Dawson 67-67-134 -f 

Bob Estes 67-67-134 -f 

TImPetrovIc 66-68-134 -f 

KenTanigawa 65-69-134 -f 

Kent Jones 69-66-135 -; 

John Daly 68-67-135 -; 

Scott Verplank 67-68-135 -; 

Brandt Jobe 66-69-135 -; 

Mark Brooks 66-69-135 -; 

Women’s Australian Open 

Sunday 

At Royal Adelaide Golf Club 
Adelaide, Australia 
Purse: $1.3 million 
Yardage: 6,689; Par: 73 
Final 

linbee Park, $195,000 67-69-68-74-278 -14 
Amy Olson, $118,382 68-72-71-70-281 -11 


P. Delacour, $85,878 
Yu Liu, $59,952 
Marina Alex, $59,952 
Cristie Kerr, $35,324 
Mi Hyang Lee, $35,324 
C. Boutier, $35,324 
Ayean Cho, $35,324 
Lizette Salas, $24,413 
J. Ewart Shadoff, $24,413 66-70-77-72-285 -7 
Christina Kim, $24,413 70-73-68-74-285 -7 


72-70-67-73-282 -10 
73-67-70-73-283 -9 

68- 70-70-75-283 -9 
76-67-72-69-284 -8 
71-69-72-72-284 -8 
70-69-70-75-284 -8 

69- 69-69-77-284 -8 

70- 70-73-72-285 -7 


Saturday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Designated 3B 
Andrew Velazquez for assignment. 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Assigned 
RHP Parker Markel outright to Salt Lake 
(PCD. 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS - Placed RHP 
Daniel Mengden on the 60-day IL. 

National League 

MIAMI MARLINS - Signed RHP Brad 
Boxberger to a minor league contract. 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Traded 
RHP Burch Smith to Oakland for cash. 

BASKETBALL 

NBA — Renamed the Kla NBA All-Star 
Game MVP Award to the Kia NBA All-Star 
Game Kobe Bryant MVP Award. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

NHL — Suspended San Jose F Evander 
Kane three games for elbowing. 

ANAHEIM DUCKS - Signed LW Nico¬ 
las Deslauriers to a two-year contract 
extension. 

BUFFALO SABRES - Assigned D Zach 
Bogosian to Rochester (AHL). Recalled D 
John Gilmour and G Andrew Hammond 
from Rochester. 

DALLAS STARS — Reassigned G Colton 
Point from Idaho (ECHL) to Texas (AHL). 

SOCCER 

U.S. Soccer — Re-elected Vice Presi¬ 
dent Cindy Parlow Cone to a full four year 
term. Elected Juan Uro as an Indepen¬ 
dent Director on the U.S. Soccer Board of 
Directors. Added Cerebal Palsy Soccer, 
National Independent Soccer Associa¬ 
tion, and United Futsal as new members 
of U.S. Soccer Member Organizations. 


College basketball 


Saturday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Army 79, Lehigh 66 
Boston U. 77, Navy 54 
Bucknell 72, American U. 68 
CCSU 75, Bryant 70 
Dartmouth 75, Cornell 53 
Dayton 71, UMass 63 
Fairleigh Dickinson 72, Robert Morris 71 
Florida A&M 97, Delaware St. 95, 20T 
Harvard 77, Columbia 73, 20T 
Hofstra 78, UNC-Wilmington 64 
Lafayette 72, Holy Cross 62 
Mass.-Lowell 74, Hartford 67 
Md.-Eastern Shore 66, Beth.-Cook. 58 
Merrimack 68, Wagner 59 
Northeastern 65, Coll, of Charleston 51 
Penn 69, Yale 61 
Penn St. 77, Northwestern 61 
Princeton 73, Brown 54 
Providence 74, Seton Hall 71 
Rhode Island 73, Saint Joseph’s 55 
Rutgers 72, Illinois 57 
Sacred Heart 80, LIU 72 
St. Francis (Pa.) 70, Mount St. Mary’s 55 
UMBC 65, New Hampshire 59 
Vermont 76, Binghamton 48 
SOUTH 

Alabama 88, LSU 82 
Alabama St. 61, Alabama A&M 58 
Alcorn St. 92, MVSU 88, OT 
Appalachian St. 62, Georgia Sou. 57 
Austin Peay 93, E. Kentucky 85 
Belmont 101, Jacksonville St. 84 
Clemson 77, Louisville 62 
Duke 94, Notre Dame 60 
ETSU 72, VMI 67 
Elon 75, Drexel 70 
Florida 84, Vanderbilt 66 
Florida St. 80, Syracuse 77 
Furman 58, Chattanooga 53 
G. Washington 73, George Mason 67 
Georgia St. 92, Coastal Carolina 80 
High Point 62, SC-Upstate 54 
Incarnate Word 67, New Orleans 66 
Kentucky 67, Mississippi 62 
Liberty 62, NJIT 49 
Lipscomb 64, Florida Gulf Coast 54 
Longwood 76, Hampton 68 
Louisiana Tech 81, FAU 68 
Louisiana-Lafayette 81, Troy 77 
Miami 71, Wake Forest 54 
Murray St. 85, Morehead St. 57 
Nichoils 81, SE Louisiana 71 
Norfolk St. 62, Morgan St. 57 
North Florida 80, North Alabama 67 
Northwestern St. 84, McNeese St. 79 
Radford 73, Campbell 60 
Richmond 77, VCU 59 
SC State 70, Coppin St. 66 
Samford 74, The Citadel 62 
S. Alabama 50, Louisiana-Monroe 49 
South Carolina 63, Tennessee 61 
Southern Miss. 75, FlU 67 
Southern U. 73, Ark.-Pine Bluff 49 
Stetson 59, Kennesaw St. 42 
Tennessee St. 70, Tennessee Tech 55 
Towson 63, James Madison 48 
Tulsa 56, South Florida 48 
UAB 79, Middle Tennessee 66 
UNC-Ashe. 79, Charleston Southern 75 
UNC-Greensboro 67, Mercer 55 
UT Martin 80, E. Illinois 79, OT 
Virginia 64, North Carolina 62 
Virginia Tech 67, Pittsburgh 57 
W. Carolina 80, Wofford 74 
William & Mary 81, Delaware 77 
Winthrop 89, Presbyterian 88 
MIDWEST 

Bowling Green 77, Ball St. 71 
Bradley 69, S. Illinois 67 
Cleveland St. 67, Detroit 66, OT 
Creighton 93, DePaul 64 
E. Michigan 69, W. Michigan 51 
Georgetown 73, Butler 66 
Green Bay 94, Milwaukee 90 
Iowa St. 81, Texas 52 
Kansas 87, Oklahoma 70 
Kent St. 87, Ohio 72 
Loyola of Chicago 82, N. Iowa 73, OT 
Maryland 67, Michigan St. 60 
Miami (Ohio) 65, N. Illinois 60 
Missouri 85, Auburn 73 
North Dakota 86, W. Illinois 83, OT 
Oakland 72, Youngstown St. 64 
Ohio St. 68, Purdue 52 
Rio Grande 79, Seattle 72 
SE Missouri 75, SlU-Edwardsville 71 
Saint Louis 84, La Salle 69 
Valparaiso 65, Illinois St. 62 
Wisconsin 81, Nebraska 64 
SOUTHWEST 

Abilene Christian 78, Texas A&M-CC 64 
Baylor 70, West Virginia 59 
Lamar 79, Houston Baptist 69 
Marshall 71, UTEP 61 
Mississippi St. 78, Arkansas 77 
North Texas 64, Old Dominion 47 
Oklahoma St. 73, Texas Tech 70 
Oral Roberts 94, South Dakota 80 
Prairie View 75, Grambling St. 69 
Rice 70, Charlotte 54 
SMU 73, Houston 72, OT 
Sam Houston St. 82, Cent. Arkansas 67 
TCU 68, Kansas St. 57 
Texas A&M 74, Georgia 69 
Texas Southern 77, Jackson St. 74 
Texas State 69, Arkansas St. 64 
Texas-Arlington 76, UALR 65 
W. Kentucky 77, UTSA 73, OT 
FAR WEST 

Air Force 95, San Jose St. 86 
Arizona 69, Stanford 60 
BYU 72, San Diego 71 
Cal St.-Fullerton 105, Cal Poly 101, 40T 
Colorado 69, Oregon St. 47 
Colorado St. 77, Wyoming 70 
E. Washington 89, Portland St. 81 
Gonzaga89, Pepperdine 77 
Grand Canyon 71, Chicago St. 47 
Long Beach St. 65, UC Riverside 63, OT 
Loyola Marymount 65, Santa Clara 59 
Montana 78, Idaho St. 63 
Montana St. 77, Weber St. 63 
N. Arizona 82, S. Utah 69 
N. Colorado 68, Sacramento St. 65 
New Mexico St. 84, Utah Valley 82 
Saint Mary’s (Cal) 71, Pacific 63 
Southern Cal 70, Washington St. 51 
UC Davis 110, CS Northridge 98 
UCLA 67, Washington 57 
UMKC 59, CS Bakersfield 53 
UNLV 78, New Mexico 73 
Utah St. 71, Fresno St. 59 


Saturday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Ball St. 69, Buffalo 58 
Beth.-Cook. 62, Md.-Eastern Shore 53 
Binghamton 76, Vermont 53 
Boston U. 71, Navy 56 
Bryant 62, CCSU 51 
Bucknell 60, American U. 57 
Colgate 79, Loyola (Md.) 70 
Columbia 89, Harvard 64 
Dartmouth 67, Cornell 65 
Delaware St. 61, Florida A&M 53 
G. Washington 62, George Mason 57 
Holy Cross 57, Lafayette 49 
Iona 59, Fairfield 52 
La Salle 59, Saint Joseph’s 53 
Lehigh 89, Army 72 
Maine65, Albany (NY) 44 
Marshall 76, UTEP 66 
Mass.-Lowell 64, Hartford 56 
Merrimack 55, Wagner 44 
Mount St. Mary’s 68, St. Francis (Pa.) 44 
New Hampshire 56, UMBC 51 
Penn 53, Yale 51 
Princeton 85, Brown 48 
Quinnipiac 71, Niagara 61 
Rider 55, Manhattan 50 
Robert Morris 53, Fair. Dickinson 35 
St. Francis Brooklyn 71, LIU 54 
St. Peter’s 67, Canisius 58 
Temple 76, Houston 75 
West Virginia 67, Texas Tech 60 
SOUTH 

Alabama A&M 56, Alabama St. 55 
Alcorn St. 63, MVSU 60 
Austin Peay 69, E. Kentucky 53 
Belmont 61, Jacksonville St. 49 
Charlotte 62, Rice 51 
Chattanooga 51, Wofford 49 
Coastal Carolina 76, South Alabama 73 
Coppin St. 61, SC State 42 
East Carolina 61, Memphis 57 
FAU 77, Louisiana Tech 75 
Florida Gulf Coast 78, Lipscomb 45 
Furman 67, ETSU 47 
Gardner-Webb 62, High Point 46 
Georgia St. 52, Louisiana-Monroe 43 
Hampton 90, Longwood 76 
Kennesaw St. 70, Stetson 67 
Liberty 66, NJIT 48 

La.-Lafwette 72, Georgia Southern 60 
Middle Tennessee 62, UAB 52 
Murray St. 83, Morehead St. 75 
N. Kentucky 65, lUPUl 62 
NC Central 86, NC A&T 80, 20T 
New Orleans 61, Incarnate Word 57 
Nichoils 54, SE Louisiana 49 
Norfolk St. 64, Morgan St. 57 
North Florida 67, North Alabama 65 
Northwestern St. 70, McNeese St. 60 
Old Dominion 71, North Texas 66 
Presbyterian 76, Charleston Sou. 53 
Radford 48, Campbell 42 
Samford 60, Mercer 54 
Southern Miss. 58, FlU 53 
Southern U. 85, Ark.-Pine Bluff 61 
Tennessee Tech 81, Tennessee St. 69 
Troy 81, Appalachian St. 61 
UCF 49, Cincinnati 42 
UNC-Asheville 65, Winthrop 55 
UNC-Greensboro 72, W. Carolina 61 
UT Martin 88, E. Illinois 64 
W. Kentucky 85, UTSA 57 
MIDWEST 

Akron 64, E. Michigan 53 
Cent. Michigan 82, Bowling Green 75 
Denver 86, Nebraska-Omana 80, OT 
Drake 92, Indiana St. 71 
Grand Canyon 68, Chicago St. 57 
Kansas 82, Texas 67 
Kent St. 87, Toledo 68 
Missouri St. 88, S. Illinois 57 
N. Iowa 67, Evansville 49 
Ohio 84, Miami (Ohio) 70 
S. Dakota St. 89, Fort Wayne 43 
SE Missouri 80, SlU-Edwardsville 57 
UMKC 58, CS Bakersfield 43 
W. Illinois 91, North Dakota 74 
W. Michigan 68, N. Illinois 65 
Wright St. 79, Ill.-Chicago 55 
Youngstown St. 84, Cleveland St. 72 
SOUTHWEST 

Baylor 69, Oklahoma St. 42 
Houston Baptist 72, Lamar 59 
Jackson St. 72, Texas Southern 61 
Prairie View 65, Grambling St. 58 
Sam Houston St. 73, Cent. Arkansas 58 
South Dakota 77, Oral Roberts 73 
Texas A&M-CC 68, Abilene Christian 59 
Texas State 83, Arkansas St. 69 
Texas-Arlington 62, UALR 46 
Tulsa 65, SMU 58 

FAR WEST 

Air Force 67, San Jose St. 66 

BYU 65, Pacific 54 

Boise St. 69, San Diego St. 67, OT 

Cal St.-Fullerton 67, Cal Poly 60 

E. Washington 79, Portland St. 75 

Fresno St. 79, Utah St. 61 

Gonzaga 53, Santa Clara 46 

Idaho St. 72, Montana 59 

Montana St. 102, Weber St. 67 

N. Colorado 90, Sacramento St. 73 

New Mexico 80, UNLV 64 

New Mexico St. 65, Utah Valley 58 

Pepperdine 77, Loyola Marymount 66 

Portland 69, San Francisco 49 

S. Utah 82, N. Arizona 64 

San Diego 73, Saint Mary’s (Cal) 59 

Seattle 78, Rio Grande 70 

UC Davis 65, UC Irvine 53 

UC Riverside 58, Long Beach St. 57 

UC Santa Barbara 65, CS Northridge 55 

Wyoming 43, Colorado St. 40 


WTA St. Petersburg 

Sunday 

At St. Petersburg, Russia 
Women’s Singles 
Championship 

KIki Bertens (2), Netherlands, def. Ele¬ 
na Rybakina (8), Kazakhstan, 6-1, 6-3. 

ABN AMRO World Tournament 

Sunday 

At Rotterdam, Netherlands 
Men’s Singles 
Championship 

Gael Monfils (3), France, def. Felix Au- 
ger-Aliassime, Canada, 6-2, 6-4. 


College baseball 


Saturday’s scores 

SOUTH 

Alabama 8, Northeastern 0 

Alabama St. 6, Ark.-Pine Bluff 5 

Alfred St. 7-11, Wesley 0-3 

Ark.-Pine Bluff 7, Prairie View 6 

Auburn 18-7, UlC 1-3 

Auburn-Mont. 10-9, Christian Bros. 0-3 

Barton 4-6, Mercy 0-8 

Berry 6, Greenville 1 

Bethune-Cookman 11, Alabama A&M 2 

Birmingham-Southern 9-8, LaGrange 2-1 

Boston College 11-8, N. Illinois 10-5 

Bridgewater (Va.) 6, DeSales 1 

Bucknell 3-5, Monmouth (NJ) 1-4 

Butler 15, George Mason 8 

Butler 2, N.C. A&T 1 

Campbell 10, South Alabama 12 

Canisius 20-3, UMass Lowell 7-4 

Centre 11-9, Principia 0-1 

Charlotte 5, VCU 4 

Clemson 1, Liberty 0 

Coll. Charleston 12, Iona 1 

Cortland 18, Pitt-Bradford 3 

Covenant 7-4, Emory & Henry 4-13 

Davidson 5-10, Lehigh 4-2 

Dayton 5, Bryant 3 

DeSales 6, Methodist 3 

Duke 9, Army 8 

East Carolina 11, William & Mary 3 
East Stroudsburg 9, Assumption 1 
Emmanuel (Ga.) 2-0, Belmont Abbey 0-6 
ETSU 15, Toledo 1 
E. Kentucky 6, Presbyterian 4 
E. Michigan 16-6, Austin Peay 8-7 
Emory 18, Millsaps 1 
Elon 7, Delaware St. 2 
FAU 8, Delaware 4 
Ferrum 9, Oglethorpe 4 
Florida 10, Marshall 0 
Florida St. 24, Niagara 4 
Gallaudet 22-22, Valley Forge 6-5 
Gardner-Webb 5, Appalachian St. 4 
Georgias, Richmond 3 
Georgia Southern 7-16, Ball St. 4-0 
Georgia St. 7, St. John’s 5 
Georgia Tech 6, Cincinnati 4 
Greensboro 6, Berry 0 
Guilford 4-11, Brevard 3-12 
High Point 6, Lafayette 5,10 innings 
Hofstra 13-4, Purclue 6-10 
Huntsville Aia. 4-3, Delta St. 2-8 
Jackson St. 5-8, S. Illinois 4-19,1st game, 
10 innings 

Jacksonville 4, West Virginia 3 
Kansas 5, Belmont 1 
Kennesaw St. 15, Saint Peter’s 7 
Kent St. 4, Indiana St. 3,10 innings 
Kutztown 12-3, Chowan 2-4 
La Salle 5, Furman 4 
Lenoir-Rhyne 5-14, Indiana (Pa.) 2-5 
Lipscomb 5, Bowling Green 2 
Louisiana Tech 2, Louisiana 1 
Louisiana-Monroe 13, SE Missouri 4 
LSU 7, Indiana 4 
Manhattan 6, Air Force 1 
Millsaps 9, Lynchburg 6 
Maryland 8, Iona 2 
Marymount 9-4, Cairn 0-1 
Maryville (Tenn.) 17-7, MacMurray 2-5 
McNeese 12-21, MVSU 0-2 
Mercer 3-5, Md.-Eastern Shore 2-1 
Mississippi 8, Louisville 6 
Mississippi St. 6, Wright St. 2 
Morehead St. 5-5, Michigan St. 2-3 
Missouri 6, Jacksonville St. 4,12 innings 
Mount Olive 2-9, Queens (N.C.) 0-7 
Navy 6, Georgetown 2 
NC State 9, James Madison 6 
NJIT 4-4, Penn St. 2-6 
Norfolk St. 5, Wagner 3 
North Carolina 2, Middle Tenn. 1 
North Florida 6, VMI 2 
Ohio 6-3, North Alabama 4-6 
Ohio St. 4, Pittsburgh 1 
Old Dominion 5, Towson 0 
Penn St.-Berks vs. Cabrini, ccd. 
Piedmont 4, Virginia Wesleyan 3 
Purdue Fort Wayne 8-11, Longwood 3-0 
Radford 3, N.C. Central 2 
Randolph-Macon 8, Cortland 4 
Rhodes 12, Greenville 6 
Rider 5-6, Charleston Southern 1-4 
Roanoke 14, Piedmont 2 
Roanoke 5, Christopher Newport 4 
Saint Louis 9, UT Martin 2 
Salisbury 19, Gwynedd Mercy 1 
Samforcf 13, UNC Asheville 6 
San Diego St. 3, Coastal Carolina 1 
Seton Hall 10, Illinois 2 
Sewanee 9-11, Carroll (Wis.) 4-3 
S.C. Upstate 5, LIU 2 
S. Virginia 4-0, E. Mennonite 1-4 
SlU Edwardsville 1, G. Washington 0 
SlU Edwardsville 1, Nichoils St. 0 
South Carolina 9, Holy Cross 4 
South Florida 3, Marist2,11 innings 
Southern U. 8, Alcorn 3 
Southern Miss. 3, Murray St. 2 
Stetson 4, Air Force 1 
Tennessee 19, W. Illinois 0 
Tennessee Tech 5, Evansville 3 
The Citadel 9, Coppin St. 3 
Troy 17-12, N. Kentucky 3-2 
Tulane 8, Florida Gulf Coast 4 
Tusculum 14-6, Gannon 4-0 
UAB 10, Notre Dame 7 
UCF 11-9, Siena 4-1 
UNC Greensboro 7, Virginia Tech 5 
UNC Wilmington 3, Bryant 2 
Wake Forest 19-6, Milwaukee 3-8 
Washington & Lee 4-8, Averett 2-0 
W. Carolina 10-2, Chicago St. 5-1 
W. Kentucky 9, Valparaiso 3 
Wichita St. 5, Northwestern St. 1 
Wis.-Whitewater 11, Spalding 0 
Xavier 3, Memphis 1 
Winthrop 9, Maine 4 
Wofford 9, Binghamton 5 
Young Harris 10-1, Albany (Ga.) 2-0 
Carson-Newman 11, Tampa 7 
Catawba 9-7, Shippensburg 6-2 
Lander 6, Claflln4 
Seton Hill 7-10, Coker 2-1 
Columbus St. 11, UNC Pembroke 6 
Erskine 14-4, Clarion 2-3 
Florida Sou. 10-8, Lincoln Memorial 1-6 
Ga. Southwestern 12, Flagler 6 
Florida Tech 8-2, Spring Hill 0-3 
Francis Marion 7, Georgia College 4 
King (Tenn.) 12-5, Salem (WV) 9-2 
Le Moyne 10, Frostburg St. 6 
Le Moyne 8, MansfieldT 
Goldey-Beacom 2-5, Limestone 1-1 
Cedarville 23-12, Mars Hill 15-3 
Miles 4-0, Lynn 3-17 


Miles 4-0, Lynn 3-17 UC San Diego 7, Cal Poly Pi 

Mississippi Coll. 6-6, West Alabama 2-5 Linfield 11, Puget Sound 3 


Montevallo 2-1, West Florida 1-4 
N. Greenville 9, Kentucky Wesleyan 3 
Nova Southeastern 3-5, Newberry 1-6 
Rollins 8, Bentley 5 
S.C. Aiken 12, North Georgia 4 
Quincy 11, Saint Leo 3 
Embry-Riddle 6-10, Savannah St. 3-0 
S. Wesleyan 3-0, Virginia-Wise 1-6 
Lane 7-1, Stillman 5-4 
Tuskegee 3-13, Rust 2-5 
Bellarmine 8-4, Union (Tenn.) 4-2 
Valdosta St. 5-4, Shorter 1-7 
Virginia St. 23, Lincoln (Pa.) 6 
Virginia St. 5, Shepherd 3 
Kentucky St. 10-7, Voorhees 4-0 
Charleston (WV) 2, Wingate 1 
Assumption 6-10, Frostburg St. 4-6 
Pitt.-Johnstown 3-9, Fairmont St. 1-3 
Davenport 14, S. Indiana 4 
Hillsdale 6-7, Indianapolis 1-13 
Lindenwood (Mo.) 9-4, Ohio Domin. 0-0 
Fontbonne 7-1, Belhaven 4-11 
Centenary 3-7, Louisiana College 1-11 
William Peace 5, Hampden-Sydney 3 
Bridgewater (Va.) 8, Arcadia 5 
Spalding 4, Anderson (S.C.) 2 
Martin Meth. 10-7, Thomas More 9-2 
Louisiana Tech 2, SE Louisiana 0 
Grambling St. 5, New Orleans 1 
Saginaw Valley St. 18, Anderson (S.C.) 7 
Lee 6-3, West Georgia 2-6 
Trevecca Nazarene 7-11, Northwood 6- 
13, first game 11 innings 
Huntingdon 16, Lynchburg 6 
FlU 8, Fordham 0,7 innings 
MIDWEST 

Coll, of the Ozarks 4, Mount Mercy 3 
Iowa 7, Saint Joseph’s 2 
Omaha 9, Northwestern 2 
Texas A&M-Texarkana 8, Mount Mercy 0 

SOUTHWEST 

Abilene Christian 10, Utah Valley 1 
Arkansas 10, E. Illinois 1 
Arkansas St. 3, Stephen F. Austin 0 
Baylor 8, Nebraska 7,10 innings 
Chapman 15, E. Texas Baptist 13 
Dallas 7-11, Howard Payne 2-4 
Dallas Baptist 8, S. Dakota St. 7 (11) 
Hendrix 8-8, Millikin 1-7 
Lamar 8, Rhode Island 2 
Little Rock 7, Illinois St. 6 
Merrimack 6-4, Oral Roberts 5-0 
Missouri St. 6, Cent. Arkansas 2 
Missouri Western 5, Maryville (Mo.) 4 
Oklahoma 7, Virginia 2 
Oklahoma St. 6, Grand Canyon 4 
Schreiner 0-12 vs. M. Hardin-Baylor 2-3 
Southwestern (Texas) 12-12, Sul Ross 
St. 4-2 

TCU 7, Kentucky 1 

Texas Luth. 16-5, Hardin-Simmons 3-5 
Texas St.6-2, Stony Brook 0-3 
Texas Tech 22, N. Colorado 4 
Texas Tech 24, Houston Baptist 3 
Trinity (Texas) 12, LeTourneau 7 
U. of Ozarks 10-3, Westminster (Mo.) 7-2 
UT Arlington 4, Texas A&M-CC 1 
UT Rio Grande Valley 5, Kansas St. 3 
UTSA 5, Quinnipiac 1 
Wis.-Whitewater 7, Anderson 6 
Texas A&M 9, Miami (Ohio) 2 
Sam Houston St. 2, Saint Mary’s (Cal) 0 
Texas 4, Rice 0 

Trinity (Texas) 6, Concordia (Texas) 2 
Austin 8, Dallas Christian, 3 
Incarnate Word 11, Bradley 4 
Youngstown St. 6, Houston 3 
Angefo St. 11-10, Cameron 6-4 
Ark.-Monticello 12, Harding 4 
Ark. Tech 8-2, Ouachita Baptist 4-0 
Cent. Missouri 5-1, Mary 4-6 
Winona St. 6-4, Drury 1-16 
SW Oklahoma 18-1, East Central 5-2 
Fort Hays St. 4-13, N.M. Highlands 2-10 
St. Cloud St. 3, Missouri Southern 2 
Missouri Southern 12, MIss.-St. Louis 1 
III. Springfield 17, Newman 2 
NW OklaTioma 13-3, S. Nazarene 1-2 
Minn.-Crookston 8, Pittsburg St. 0 
Rogers St. 6-4, Truman 0-2 
Okfahoma Baptist 7, SE Oklahoma 4 
S. Arkansas 8, Henderson St. 5 
W. Texas A&M 6-6, St. Mary’s (Texas) 4-3 
Ark.-Fort Smith 11-2, Tarleton St. 9-6 
Texas A&M Intern. 9-4, Okla. Christian 2-4 
Texas A&M-King. 2-4, Lubbock Christian 
1-0 

Texas P,-B. 1-5, St. Edward’s 0-13 
Texas-Tyler 6-3, E. New Mexico 0-1 
Washburn 9, McKendree 6 
Missouri S&T 9-8, Minot St. 6-2 
St. Thomas (Texas) 7, McMurry 4 
WEST 

Cal Baptist 5, Pacific 1 

Cal Lutheran 13-5, Caltech 11-2 

Cal St. Fullerton 6, Stanford 1 

Michigan 8, Cal Poly 5 

Cent. Michigan 12, UNLV 8 

CSU Bakersfield 3-3, Washington St. 2-6 

CSU Northridge 7, San Francisco 3 

Gonzaga 10, Oregon St. 4 

Long Beach St. 4, California 0 

New Mexico 2-5, BYU 0-4 

New Mexico St. 10-13, Texas Sou. 9-2 

Pepperdine 8, Minnesota 6 

Santa Clara 2-13, San Jose St. 1-2 

Texas-Dallas 6, Redlands 3 

UC Irvine 12, Fresno St. 6 

UCSB 1, Sacramento St. 0,11 innings 

UCLA 9, UC Riverside 1 

Utah 15, UC Davis 8 

Villanova 2, Arizona St. 1 

Willamette 5, Whitman 4 

Hawaii 10, N. Dakota St. 2 

Vanderbilt 6, UConn 1 

W. Michigan 8, Southern Cal 5 

Whitworth 2, Lewis & Clark 0 

San Diego 6, Oregon 5 

Arizona 15, Albany (NY) 0 

Michigan 5, Arizona St. 0 

Holy Names 9, Academy of Art 4 

Adams St. 12-9, Southwest (NM) 9-5 

Blola 3-2, Colo. Springs 2-1 

CS East Bay 6-5, CS San Bernardino 5-4 

CS Dominguez Hills 8, CS San Marcos 5 

CSU Monterey Bay 13-4, Cal State LA 1-8 

San Fran. St. 7-1, Chico St. 2-0 

Colorado Mesa 6, S. New Hampshire 4 

CSU-Pueblo 5, Sioux Falls 0 

Montana St. Billings 16, CSU-Pueblo 9 

Cent. Washington 9, Corban 5 

Azusa Pacific 11, Dixie St. 8 

W. Oregon 9, Fresno Pacific 3 

Emporia St. 5-9, Metro St. Denver 2-6 

CS Stanislaus 7, Sonoma St. 1 

UC San Diego 7, Cal Poly Pomona 6 
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Shine: Jones Jr. controversial winner over Gordon 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Thing is, it wasn’t clear if they 
would have dunked again had it 
still been tied after Gordon’s final 
attempt. The NBA was not going 
to permit co-champions, and 
there would have been a point 

— which they were possibly at 

— when judges would have had to 
vote and decide a winner. 

Controversy reigned regard¬ 
less. And much like 2016, when 
Gordon lost to Zach LaVine in one 
of the best dunk contests ever, the 
Magic forward — who set a dunk 
contest record with five perfect 
scores — left frustrated. 

“I feel like I should have two 
trophies,“ Gordon said. 

When Gordon brought the 7- 
foot-5 Fall to come out for his 
last dunk — Fall played college 
basketball in Orlando at UCF 

— it was the ultimate risk-reward 
moment. 

Gordon, who wanted to jump 
over the slightly shorter-than- 
Fall Shaquille O’Neal but got that 
invitation declined, needed a 49 to 
win. But he didn’t totally clear his 
very tall prop, and just like that, 
Jones was the champion. 

“Tallest dude in the gym.“ Gor¬ 
don said. “Jumping over some¬ 
body 7-5 and dunking it, it’s no 
easy feat. What’d I get, a 47? Come 
on, man. What are we doing?” 

Jones lauded Gordon for trying 
a dunk over Fall. 

“If I would have thought of it 
earlier. I’d have did it,“ Jones 
said. 

Adebayo drew 2018 skills 
champion Spencer Dinwiddie of 
Brooklyn in the first round, hav¬ 
ing no problem with the accurate 
pass into a tight window, layup 
and three-pointer that, to win, 
need to be made before an oppo¬ 
nent completes the same course. 
Same thing in the second round, 
Adebayo finished off Toronto’s 
Pascal Siakam without a miss 
again to earn his spot in the final. 

“I told Spencer I’m going to 
be the champion,” Adebayo 
said. “We were walking in, and I 
told Spencer I was going to be a 
champion.” 

It came down to big men: Ade¬ 
bayo against Indiana’s Domantas 
Sabonis. It took three tries for 
Adebayo to make his three-point¬ 
er to win, and he still wound up 
beating Sabonis to the final make. 
Sabonis felt he rushed his second 
shot, giving Adebayo a leg up. 

Neither Sabonis nor Adebayo 
was surprised that a pair of bigs 
wound up dueling for the skills 
title. 

“It’s just showing how the game 
is changing and how big men and 
power forwards are basically 
bringing up the ball, passing the 
ball,” Sabonis said. 

Adebayo dedicated the win to 
his mother — she’ll be getting the 
trophy as well — and said he was 
particularly honored to compete 
with a patch on that paid tribute 
to Kobe Bryant, his daughter Gi- 
anna and the other seven victims 
of the helicopter crash that took 
their lives in Southern California 
on Jan. 26. 

All competitors Saturday wore 
a patch with the numbers 2 and 
24 — for Gianna and Kobe — sur¬ 
rounded by nine stars, signifying 
nine victims. 




Free scratchless mounting and 
Hunter™ Road Force balancing 
• All necessary hardware 


Adebayo won his trophy with a 
three-pointer on the final shot, so 
perhaps it was fitting that Hield 
won his in the same manner. 

The three-point contest came 
down to Hield, Booker and Wash¬ 
ington’s Davis Bertans after five 
others — including defending 
champion Joe Harris — were 
knocked out in the first round. 
Bertans went first in the final 
round, scoring 22. Booker went 
next, scoring 26. 

And that left Hield, who made 
his last six shots of the opening 
round and needed to get hot again 
late in the final. 


No problem. 

His “money ball” rack — the 
one where every shot was worth 
two points — was the final of his 
five full racks, and he got to that 
corner with 19 points. That meant 
he had to go 4-for-5 on the last 
rack to catch Booker. 

First one, make. Second one, 
make. Third one, make. 

Hield then missed the fourth 
shot before letting the final one 
fly — dancing for joy when it 
dropped through the net, giving 
him a walkoff victory. 

“As a shooter, this is on your 
bucket list,” Hield said. “You 


AP photos 

Above: The Orlando Magic’s 
Aaron Gordon competes during 
Saturday’s slam dunk contest 
in Chicago. Gordon finished as 
a controversial runner-up to 
Miami’s Derrick Jones Jr. 

Left: The Milwaukee Bucks’ 

Pat Connaughton channels 
Woody Harrelson’s character 
Billy Hoyle from the 1992 
movie “White Men Can’t Jump.” 

have to come in and you want to 
win a three-point shootout. With 
a stacked field like that, it makes 
it even better. Pressure is on, and 
you’ve got to show up.” 

That was the theme of the night, 
all the way to the end. 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

:o 40 15 .727 - 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Houston 34 20 .630 - 

Dallas 33 22 .600 IV 2 

Memphis 28 26 .519 6 

San Antonio 23 31 .426 11 

New Orleans 23 32 .418 llVi 

Northwest Division 

Denver 38 17 .691 - 

Utah 36 18 .667 IV 2 

OklahomaCity 33 22 " 


Friday’s game 
2020 Rising Stars Chaiienge 

Team USA 151, Team World 131 
Saturday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Sunday’s game 
2020 Aii-Star Game 
Team Giannis vs Team LeBron 
Monday’s games 
No games scheduled. 

Tuesday’s games 
No games scheduled. 

Calendar 

Aprii 15 — Regular season ends. 

Aprii 18 — Playoffs begin. 

May 19 — Draft lottery, Chicago. 

May 21-24 — Draft combine, Chicago. 
June 4 — NBA Finals begin. 

June 25- NBA draft. 

Leaders 

Scoring 

G FG FT PTS AVG 

Harden, HOU 51 517 532 1800 35.3 
Antetnmpo, MiL 48 529 307 1438 30.0 
Young, ATL 50 459 392 1483 29.7 
Rebounds 

G OFF DEFTOTAVG 
Drummond, CLE 51 238 566 804 15.8 

Gobert, UTA 52 193 565 758 14.6 

Whiteside, POR 51 203 515 718 14.1 

Assists 

G AST AVG 

James, LAL 51 551 10.8 

Young, ATL 50 459 
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AUTO RACING/MLB 



Terry Renna/AP 


Noah Gragson celebrates 
in Victory Lane Saturday 
after winning the NASC^ 

Xfinity series race at Daytona 
International Speedway, in 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 

Gragson gets 
first Xfinity 
series victory 

Associated Press 

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. 
— Noah Gragson won his first 
career Xfinity Series race when 
Saturday’s opener was stopped on 
the final lap by a crash well be¬ 
hind the winning JR Motorsports 
Chevrolet. 

It was the third consecutive 
win at Daytona for a car fielded 
by Dale Earnhardt Jr., his sister 
and Rick Hendrick in what they 
consider a family business. 

“It never gets old, man,” Earn¬ 
hardt Jr. said. “I don’t expect I 
will do it ever again as a driver, 
but if I get here as an owner and 
have success like this, it’s a great 
feeling.” 

Gragson and Chase Briscoe 
swapped the lead in the closing 
three-lap sprint to the finish, but 
NASCAR threw the yellow-flag 
for a multicar crash on the final 
lap. 

Harrison Burton and Timmy 
Hill, who was to make his Day¬ 
tona 500 debut on Sunday, were 
second and third in Toyotas. Bris¬ 
coe was fourth in a Ford for Stew- 
art-Haas Racing. 

Gragson celebrated old-school 
style, first by climbing the fence 
at Daytona International Speed¬ 
way — a nod to both three-time 
Indianapolis 500 winner Helio 
Castroneves and recent NASCAR 
Hall of Earner Tony Stewart. Then 
Gragson fueled the flames on the 
Daytona track surface created by 
his celebratory burnout. 


Scoreboard 


Racing Experience 300 

Saturday 

At Daytona International Speedway 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 

Lap length: 2.50 miles 
(Start position in parentheses) 

1. (12) Noah Gragson, Chevrolet, 120 
laps, 49 points. 

2. (8) Harrison Burton, Toyota, 120, 38. 

3. (26) Timmy Hili, Toyota, 120, 0. 

4. (6) Brandon Jones, Toyota, 120, 36. 

5. (10) Chase Briscoe, Ford, 120,34. 

6. O) Justin Haiey, Chevrolet, 120, 46. 

7. (11) Brandon Brown, Chevrolet, 120, 
35. 

8. (16) Ray Black Jr, Chevrolet, 120, 29. 

9. (9) Ryan Sieg, Chevrolet, 120, 35. 

10. (19) Alex Labbe, Chevrolet, 120, 29. 

11. (2) Michael Annett, Chevrolet, ac¬ 
cident, 119, 35. 

12. (34) JJ Yeley, Chevrolet, 119, 25. 

13. (22) BJ McLeod, Chevrolet, 119, 24. 

14. (25) Vinnie Miller, Chevrolet, 119 

23. 

15. (36) Joe Nemechek, Chevrolet, 119 

0 . 

16. (35) Mike Harmon, Chevrolet, 119 

21 . 

17. (20) Robby Lyons, Chevrolet, 119 

20 . 

18. (31) David Starr, Chevrolet, 119,19 

19. (18) Jesse Little, Chevrolet, acci 
dent, 118,18. 

20. (33) Chad Finchum, Toyota, 118 


19. 

23. (4) Jeb Burton, Chevrolet, accident 
114, 32. 

24. (24) Brett Moffitt, Chevrolet, acci 
dent, 114, 0. 

25. (15) Austin Cindric, Ford, accident 
113,23. 

26. (17) Josh Williams, Chevrolet, ac 
cident, 113,11. 

27. (21) Cj McLaughlin, Chevrolet, 113 

10 . 

28. (29) Jeremy Clements, Chevrolet 
113, 9. 

29. (14) Caesar Bacarella, Chevrolet 
accident, 112, 8. 

30. (13) Justin Allgaier, Chevrolet, ac 
cident, 107, 25. 

31. (30) Matt Mills, Chevrolet, electri 
cal, 101, 6. 

32. (7) Riley Herbst, Toyota, accident 
59, 5. 

33. (1) Myatt Snider, Chevrolet, a--^ 
dent, 59, 8. 

34. (27) Chris Cockrum, Chevrolet, ___ 
cident, 59, 3. 

35. (28) Austin Hill, Toyota, accident, 
37, 0. 

36. (5) Joe Graf Jr, Chevrolet, accident, 
37, 1. 

Race Statistics 

Average Speed of Race Winner: 

136.652 mph. 

Time of Race: 2 hours, 11 minutes, 44 
seconds. 

Margin of Victory: Caution seconds. 

Caution Flags: 7 for 28 laps. 

Lead Changes: 12 among 8 drivers. 

Lap Leaders: M.Snider 0-13; H.Burton 
14; M.Snider 15-23; J.Burton 24-31; 
J.AIIgaier 32-36; H.Burton 37-44; J.AIIgaier 
45-62; J.Burton 63-80; T.Hill 81; A.Labbe 
82-100; N.Gragson 101-113; C.Briscoe 114- 
118; N.Gragson 119-120 

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times Led, 
Laps Led): J.Burton, 2 times for 26 laps; 
J.AIIgaier, 2 times for 23 laps; M.Snider, 
2 times for 22 laps; A.Labbe, 1 time for 
19 laps; N.Gragson, 2 times for 15 laps; 
H.Burton, 2 times for 9 laps; C.Briscoe, 1 
time for 5 laps; T.Hill, 1 time for 1 lap. 

Wins: N.Gragson, 1. 

Top 16 in Points: 1. N.Gragson, 49; 2. 
J.Haley, 46; 3. H.Burton, 38; 4. B.Jones, 36; 
5. B.Brown, 35; 6. R.Sieg, 35; 7. M.Annett, 
35; 8. C.Briscoe, 34; 9. J.Burton, 32; 10. 
R.BIack, 29; 11. A.Labbe, 29; 12. J.Yeley, 
25; 13. J.AIIgaier, 25; 14. B.McLeod, 24; 15. 
V.Miller, 23; 16. A.Cindric, 23. 

NASCAR Driver Rating Formula 

A maximum of 150 points can be at¬ 
tained in a race. 

The formula combines the following 
categories; Wins, Finishes, Top-15 Fin¬ 
ishes, Average Running Position While 
on Lead Lap, Average Speed Under 
Green, Fastest Lap, Led Most Laps, Lead- 
Lap Finish. 


Baker to MLB: Tell teams 
to stop criticizing Astros 



Jeff Roberson/AP 


Houston Astros manager Dusty Baker, left, talks with pitcher Chris 
Devenski during spring training Thursday in West Palm Beach, Fla. 


By Chuck King 

Associated Press 

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. — 
Dusty Baker wants action from 
M^or League Baseball: End 
the criticism of the Astros from 
across baseball over sign stealing, 
and take steps to ensure pitchers 
don’t throw at his players. 

“It’s not good for the game, 
it’s not good for kids to see it, so 
I think both,” the new Houston 
manager said Saturday. “Stop the 
comments and also stop some¬ 
thing before it happens.” 

Baker spoke in response to a 
wave of harsh comments during 
spring training about the Astros’ 
use of video to steal signs in 2017 
and 2018. Los Angeles Dodger 
first baseman Cody Bellinger said 
Friday the Astros “stole” the 2017 
World Series title from them and 
adds that Jose Altuve did likewise 
with the MVP, denying the Yan¬ 
kees’ Aaron Judge. 

Houston players, management 
and ownership spent the first day 
of camp apologizing for their ac¬ 
tions and professing remorse. But 
many players and front offices 
around the league didn’t feel they 
went far enough. 

Washington general manager 
Mike Rizzo said he wanted to hear 
the Astros use the word “cheated” 
when addressing the situation. 

“I’m depending on the league 
to try to put a stop to the seeming¬ 


ly premeditated retaliation that 
I’m hearing about,” Baker said. 
“In most instances in life you get 
kind of reprimanded for when you 
have premeditated anything.” 

Dodgers pitcher Ross Stripling 
indicated he might intentionally 
throw at Houston batters if he 
faced them. 

“We don’t start nothing,” Baker 
said. “This is kind of the slogan of 
my team: We don’t start anything 
— not intentionally. Guys are 
going to be getting hit intentional¬ 
ly and unintentionally. If you say 
you are going to drill somebody 
and all of the sudden you drill 


them, you can’t say, T wasn’t try¬ 
ing to hit them,’ you know what I 
mean?” 

Cubs star Kris Bryant said he 
expects teams to throw at Hous¬ 
ton hitters, adding that players in¬ 
volved in the scandal “absolutely” 
should have been punished. 

“They’re going to have a tough 
year this year for sure. I got 
booed really loud in St. Louis, and 
they’re going to get ... wow, ev¬ 
erywhere they go, rightfully so,” 
Bryant said at Chicago’s camp 
in Mesa, Ariz. “I’m sure they 
will (get hit by pitches). Pitchers 
aren’t happy about it.” 


MiLB; More pay shouldn’t mean contraction 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Minor League Baseball says 
planned salary raises for its players in 2021 paid by 
M^jor League Baseball should not lead to contrac¬ 
tion, and it has sent a proposal to MLB as part of ne¬ 
gotiations for a new agreement between the levels. 

The commissioner’s office sent a memo, obtained 
by The Associated Press, to all 30 teams Friday an¬ 
nouncing wage bumps for minor league players be¬ 
tween 38% and 72%. 

The raises come as MLB is negotiating with 
the National Association of Professional Baseball 
Leagues, the governing body of the minors, to re¬ 
place the Professional Baseball Agreement that ex¬ 


pires after the 2020 seasons. MLB proposed cutting 
42 of the 160 required affiliated teams during those 
talks, a plan criticized by minor league team own¬ 
ers, fans and politicians. 

MiLB said in a statement Saturday it “fully sup¬ 
ports MLB’s decision to raise the pay rates for play¬ 
ers in affiliated Minor League Baseball” but added 
it “believes MLB can afford these salary increas¬ 
es without reducing the number of players by 25 
percent.” 

Minor league player salaries are paid entirely by 
MLB teams. Commissioner Rob Manfred said at the 
winter meetings in December that the league would 
like MiLB to share some of the costs associated with 
“player-related improvements.” 
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Lightning strike again on home ice 

Vasilevskiy stops 30 shots in defeat of Flyers for Tampa Bay's 11th consecutive home win 


By Erik Erlendsson 

Associated Press 


TAMPA, Fla. — Andrei Vasilevskiy 
stopped 30 shots and the Tampa Bay Light¬ 
ning set a franchise record for consecutive 
home wins in a 5-3 victory against the 
Philadelphia Flyers on Saturday. 

Alex Killorn, Nikita Kucherov, Brayden 
Point, Cedric Paquette and Carter Verhae- 
ghe all scored for Tampa Bay, which won 
its 11th game in a row on home ice. The 
Lightning also won their 10th consecutive 
game overall to become the third team in 
NHL history to have two separate winning 
streaks of at least 10 games in the same 
season. 

The 1929-30 and 1970-71 Boston Bru¬ 
ins are the only other teams with multiple 
winning streaks of 10-or-more games in 
the same season. 

“To go on a run like that is pretty cool. 
Everyone is having fun around the room,” 
Tampa Bay center Anthony Cirelli said. 
“At the end of the day, though, it’s still just 
part of the season.” 

Vasilevskiy improved to 19-0-2 in his 
past 21 starts. 

Ivan Provorov, Claude Giroux and James 
van Riemsdyk scored for Philadelphia. 

The Flyers, which fell to 13-15-3 on the 
road, remain two points ahead of idle Caro¬ 
lina for the No. 2 wild card spot in the East¬ 
ern Conference. 


Jason Behnken/AP 

Tampa Bay Lightning goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy, left, knocks the puck away as Philadelphia 
Flyers center Sean Couturier, right, looks for a shot during Lightning’s 5-3 home win Saturday. 



Roundup 

High point: Kings top Avalanche at Air Force 


Associatefd Press 

AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Col. 
— Tyler Toffoli scored twice in 
the final minute to complete a hat 
trick and the Los Angeles Kings 
beat the Colorado Avalanche 3-1 
Saturday in the third and final 
outdoor game in the NHL this 
season. 

Toffoli put the Kings ahead 2-1 
with 54 seconds remaining, then 
scored an empty-netter with 4.3 
seconds left. 

Los Angeles won its second 
straight, improving to 4-12-1 
since New Year’s Day. 

At 6,621 feet above sea level, 
this was the highest altitude ever 
for an NHL game. 

Avalanche goaltender Philipp 
Grubaurer stopped 14 of 15 shots 
before leaving after teammate 
Ian Cole slammed into him early 
in the third period and sent him 
tumbling. He was replaced by 
backup Pavel Francouz with 1714 
minutes remaining. 

Samuel Girard scored for the 
Kings. Los Angeles goaltender 
Jonathan Quick made 32 saves. 

Coyotes 3, Capitals 1: Antti 
Raanta stopped 36 shots to keep 
Alex Ovechkin at 698 career 
goals, Phil Kessel scored early in 
the third period, and host Arizona 
beat Washington. 

Raanta was sharp all night and 
made a tough early save against 
Ovechkin, who has gone four 
straight games without a goal 


for the first time this season. He 
went three games without a goal 
before notching No. 600 with his 
wife in the stands in 2018. 

Golden Knights 1, Islanders 
0: Marc-Andre Fleury got his 
60th career shutout, Reilly Smith 
scored late in the second period, 
and host Vegas edged New York. 

Fleury finished with 19 saves 
for his fourth shutout this season. 

The Golden Knights are 6-3- 
2 since coach Pete DeBoer re¬ 
placed the fired Gerard Gallant 
on Jan. 15. 

Fleury improved to 26-11-6 with 
five shutouts in his career against 
the Islanders. The wins are the 
third-most against any opponents 
for Fleury, while the shutouts are 
tied for second-most. 

Oilers 4, Panthers 1: Adam 
Larsson scored his first goal 
since last February, Leon Drai- 
saitl added an insurance goal 
seconds into the third period and 
Edmonton won at Florida. 

Darnell Nurse and Kailer 
Yamamoto had empty-net goals 
in the final two minutes for the 
Oilers, who have won three of 
their last four games. 

It was the sixth loss in seven 
games for the Panthers, who are 
2-6-1 since the All-Star break. 
Florida had entered the break on 
a six-game win streak. 

Predators 4, Blues 3: Mikael 
Granlund scored a power-play 
goal early in the third period and 
Nashville won at St. Louis. 


Viktor Arvidsson, Matt Duch- 
ene, and Kyle Turris also scored 
for the Predators, who improved 
to 3-0 this season against the de¬ 
fending Stanley Cup champions. 

Jusse Saros made 24 saves to 
improve to 11-9-4 on the season. 

Bruins 4, Red Wings 1: David 
Pastrnak scored his 42nd goal of 
the season to lead Boston past vis¬ 
iting Detroit, giving Bruce Cassi¬ 
dy of the Bruins his 200th victory 
as an NHL coach. 

Brad Marchand scored his 25th 
goal of the season and assisted on 
Pastrnak’s goal for Boston, which 
has won eight of its last nine. 
Charlie McAvoy added a goal and 
an assist and Charlie Coyle had 
his 13th goal. Tuukka Rask fin¬ 
ished with 25 saves to improve to 
14-0-6 at home this season. 

Darren Helm scored for the 
Red Wings, who have lost three 
straight and have the fewest 
points in the NHL. Jonathan Ber¬ 
nier finished with 37 saves. 

Sharks 2, Wild 0: Martin Jones 
stopped 39 shots for his first shut¬ 
out of the season, and Dylan Gam- 
brell scored his third goal for San 
Jose in a win at Minnesota. 

Melker Karlsson added an 
empty-net goal for the Sharks, 
who won for the fourth time in 
five games after learning ear¬ 
lier in the day it would be with¬ 
out leading scorer Erik Karlsson 
and leading goal-scorer Evander 
Kane. 

Karlsson, the defenseman who 


leads the team with 34 assists and 
40 points, is out for the rest of the 
season after breaking his thumb 
in Friday’s win at Winnipeg. 
Kane, who has 21 goals, was sus¬ 
pended three games for elbowing 
Jets defenseman Neal Pionk in 
the same game. 

Maple Leafs 4, Senators 2: 

Auston Matthews scored and 
Jack Campbell made 24 saves for 
his third win in four games with 
Toronto. 

Jake Muzzin, William Nylander 
and Mitch Marner also scored for 
the visiting Maple Leafs. 

Campbell improved to 3-0-1 
since Toronto acquired him on 
Feb. 5. 

Stars 4, Canadians 3 (OT): 

Tyler Seguin scored twice, in¬ 
cluding the overtime winner, to 
give Dallas a comeback victory at 
Montreal. 

Mattias Janmark and Blake 
Comeau scored in regulation for 
the Stars, who trailed 3-0 before 
rallying. Joe Pavelski had two as¬ 
sists as Dallas extended its win¬ 
ning streak to four games and 
improved to 6-1-1 in its last eight 
games. 

Blackhawks 8, Flames 4: Alex 
Nylander had two goals and Chi¬ 
cago snapped a five-game losing 
streak with a win at Calgary. 

Jonathan Toews, Dominik Kub- 
alik, Alex DeBrincat, Brandon 
Saad, Patrick Kane and Kirby 
Dach also scored for the Black- 
hawks (26-24-8). 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Tampa Bay 

Toronto 

Florida 

Montreal 

Buffalo 

Ottawa 

Detroit 


Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

59 36 11 12 84 196 145 

. 83 211 156 

70 209 194 
66 201 198 
62 184 188 
60 166 181 


59 31 20 
58 30 22 


61 27 26 

58 26 24 

58 19 28 11 49 152 197 

60 14 42 4 32 122 224 

Metropoiitan Division 
Washington 58 37 16 5 79 206 177 

Pittsburgh 56 35 15 6 76 186 151 

N.Y. Islanders 57 33 18 6 72 166 157 

Columbus 59 

Philadelphia 59 _ 

Carolina 57 33 21 3 69 186 159 

N.Y. Rangers 57 30 23 4 64 188 178 

New Jersey 57 21 26 10 52 158 201 


Western Conference 

Centrai Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

58 32 16 10 74 186 170 

58 34 19 5 73 158 147 

57 33 . 


St. Louis 

Colorado 

Nashville 

Winnipeg 

Minnesota 

Chicago 


57 28 22 


72 203 160 
__ __ . 63 187 186 

29 25 5 63 176 179 

“ 61 176 187 

60 174 185 


Calgary 
Arizona 
San Jose 
Anaheim 
Los Angeles 


60 30 24 

61 29 24 


. 68 186 180 
8 68 189 183 

‘ 66 174 186 

66 170 166 
56 152 189 
53 146 179 
5 47 145 187 


58 26 28 

57 23 27 

_59 21 33 

Note: Two points for a..._ 

for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Saturday’s games 
Boston 4, Detroit 1 
Nashville 4, St. Louis 3 
Edmonton 4, Florida 1 
Tampa Bay 5, Philadelphia 3 
San Jose 2, Minnesota 0 
Toronto 4, Ottawa 2 
Dallas 4, Montreal 3, OT 
Los Angeles 3, Colorado 1 
Chicago 8, Calgary 4 
Arizona 3, Washington 1 
Vegas 1, N.Y. Islanders 0 
Sunday’s games 
Detroit at Pittsburgh 
Boston at N.Y. Rangers 
Edmonton at Carolina 
Anaheim at Vancouver 
Columbus at New Jersey 
Dallas at Ottawa 
St. Louis at Nashville 
Toronto at Buffalo 
Chicago at Winnipeg 

Monday’s games 
Anaheim at Calgary 
Florida at San Jose 
N.Y. Islanders at Arizona 
Washington at Vegas 
Tampa Bay at Colorado 

Tuesday’s games 
Columbus at Philadelphia 
Toronto at Pittsburgh 
Buffalo at Ottawa 
Montreal at Detroit 
Carolina at Nashville 
Los Angeles at Winnipeg 
New Jersey at St. Louis 

Wednesday’s games 
N.Y. Rangers at Chicago 
Arizona at Dallas 
Boston at Edmonton 
Florida at Anaheim 
N.Y. Islanders at Colorado 
Minnesota at Vancouver 


Scoring leaders 

Through Saturday 


Leon DraisaitI, EDM 
Connor McDavid, EDM 
David Pastrnak, BOS 
Nathan MacKinnon, COL 
Artemi Panarin, NYR 
Jack Eichel, BUF 
Brad Marchand, BOS 
Nikita Kucherov, TB 
John Carlson, WSH 


57 32 

55 30 

58 41 

56 32 

56 29 

57 32 

58 23 

56 27 

57 15 


A PTS 

58 90 
51 81 

40 81 
48 80 
48 77 

41 73 
48 71 
43 70 
54 69 


Jonathan Huberdeau, FLA 57 20 49 ( 


Patrick Kane, CHI 
Auston Matthews, TOR 
Kyle Connor, WPG 
Mark Scheifele, WPG 
Steven Stamkos, TB 


57 25 

58 41 

59 29 
59 23 
52 26 


31 60 
36 59 
33 59 


Goals against average leaders 

Tuukka Rask, BOS 2.08 

Tristan Jarry, PIT 2.14 

Darcy Kuemper, ARI 2.17 

Elvis Merzlikins,CBJ 2.18 

Anton Khudobin, DAL 2.26 

Jake Allen, STL 2.36 

Jaroslav Halak, BOS 2.36 

Ilya Samsonov, WSH 2.38 

Ben Bishop, DAL 2.38 

Andrei Vasilevskiy, TBL 2.42 

Pavel Francouz, COL 2.44 

Joonas Korpisalo, CBJ 2.49 

Shutout leaders 

Elvis Merziikins, CBJ 5 

Connor Hellebuyck, WPG 4 

Marc-Andre Fleury, VGK 4 

Alex Stalock, MIN 3 

Tristan Jarry, PIT 3 

Jaroslav Halak, BOS 3 

James Reimer, CAR 3 

Mackenzie Blackwood, NJD 3 

Tuukka Rask, BOS 3 

Pekka Rinne, NSH 3 

13 players tied with two shutouts 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


Clemson stuns 
No. 5 Louisville 



Baylor guard Jared Butler, left, is guarded by West Virginia guard Brandon Knapper. Butler had 16 of his 
21 points in the first half of his team's 70-59 win Saturday in Waco, Texas. 

Top 25 roundup 

No. 1 Bears top Mountaineers 
for their 22nd consecutive win 


Associated Press 

WACO, Texas — Jared Butler 
scored 16 of his 21 points in the 
first half, and top-ranked Bay¬ 
lor never trailed while tying the 
longest winning streak in Big 12 
history at 22 games with a 70-59 
victory over No. 14 West Virginia 
on Saturday. 

The Bears (23-1, 12-0 Big 12) 
cruised without second-leading 
scorer MaCio Teague, a junior 
whose streak of 90 consecutive 
games ended because of a right 
wrist injury. 

Baylor led by 19 in the first half 
and answered a scoreless stretch 
of nearly four minutes before 
halftime by starting the second 
half on a 20-3 run for its biggest 
lead at 53-25. 

Taz Sherman scored a season- 
high 20 points for the Mountain¬ 
eers (18-7, 6-6), who had 11 of 
their season high-tying 22 turn¬ 
overs in the first 12 minutes and 
shot 35% in a third consecutive 
loss. 

No. 2 Gonzaga 89, Pepper- 
dine 77: Filip Petrusev had 27 
points and 12 rebounds for his 
eighth double-double of the sea¬ 
son, and Corey Kispert scored 
19 as the Zags won on the road to 
extend their winning streak to 18 
games. 

Petrusev scored 20 points in 
the first half and the sophomore 
forward created matchup prob¬ 
lems all night for the Waves in the 
paint. He finished four points shy 
of his career high, set Jan. 30 at 
Santa Clara. 

No. 7 Duke 94, Notre Dame 

60: Vernon Carey Jr. scored 21 
points, Tre Jones added 19 and 
the host Blue Devils used their 


high-intensity man-to-man de¬ 
fense to beat the Fighting Irish. 

With No. 5 Louisville losing to 
Clemson, the win vaulted Duke 
(22-3, 12-2 Atlantic Coast Con¬ 
ference) into sole possession of 
first place in the ACC stand¬ 
ings, one-half game ahead of the 
Cardinals. 

No. 9 Maryland 67, Michigan 
State 60: Anthony Cowan scored 
11 of his 24 points in the final 
two-plus minutes, helping the 
Terrapins won on the road with a 
strong finish. 

Maryland (21-4, 11-3 Big Ten) 
scored the final 14 points of the 
game after trailing by seven with 
3:24 left. Cowman had the last 11 
points on three three-pointers 
and two free throws. 

Providence 74, No. 10 Seton 
Mali 71: Alpha Diallo scored a 
career-high 35 points to lead the 
host Friars past the Pirates. 

Luwane Pipkins added 13 
points for Providence, which 
avenged a 73-64 loss to Seton Hall 
last month. 

Missouri 85, No. 11 Auburn 

73: Guards Dru Smith and Xavi¬ 
er Pinson each scored 28 points to 
lead host Missouri to the upset. 

Smith and Pinson repeatedly 
drove into the lane and scored for 
Missouri (12-13,4-8 Southeastern 
Conference). Kobe Brown added 
10 points and nine rebounds. 

No. 12 Kentuc^ 67, Missis¬ 
sippi 62: Nick Richards had 16 
points, including two go-ahead 
free throws with 1:11 remain¬ 
ing, and Immanuel Quickley and 
Keion Brooks each made two 
more in the closing seconds to 
help the host Wildcats. 

Kentucky (20-5, 10-2 South¬ 
eastern Conference) shot just 


39% overall but made 48% in the 
second half to erase a seven-point 
deficit. 

No. 16 Colorado 69, Oregon 
State 47: Tyler Bey scored 
21 points to lead the Buffs to a 
road win and into sole posses¬ 
sion of first place in the Pac-12 
Conference. 

McKinley Wright joined Bey in 
double figures for Colorado with 
13 points. 

Georgetown 73, No. 19 But¬ 
ler 66: Terrell Allen tied a career 
high with 22 points, including key 
baskets on back-to-back posses¬ 
sions late, and the short-handed 
Hoyas endured on the road with¬ 
out its top two scorers. 

SMU 73, No. 20 Houston 72 
(OT): Emmanuel Bandoumel hit 
an off-balance three-point shot 
with 30 seconds remaining in 
overtime to give the host Mus¬ 
tangs the upset. 

Rutgers 72, No. 22 Illinois 

57: Ron Harper Jr. hit all five 
of his three-pointers and scored 
27 points and the Scarlet Knights 
remained unbeaten at home, 
sending the Illini to their fourth 
straight loss. 

No. 23 Creighton 93, DePaul 

64: Ty-Shon Alexander matched 
his season high with 24 points in 
one of his best all-around games, 
and the Bluejays won at home. 

Oklahoma State 73, No. 24 
Texas Tech 70: Jonathan Laurent 
and Kalib Boone each scored 16 
points as the host Cowboys regis¬ 
tered their first win over a ranked 
opponent this season. 

Alabama 88, No. 25 LSU 82: 
Kira Lewis Jr. scored 27 points, 
Jaden Shackelford had 26 and the 
host Crimson Tide held off a big 
comeback attempt. 


Associated Press 

CLEMSON, S.C. — Clemson’s 
John Newman III had one goal 
against No. 5 Louisville — stay 
aggressive. 

That resolve brought the Ti¬ 
gers a stunning 77-62 upset win 
over the Cardinals — and another 
mgjor moment in what’s been an 
up-and-down season. 

Newman had a career-high 23 
points as Clemson beat its second 
AP top-five opponent this year 
— something it hadn’t done since 
the 1975-76 season. 

“It’s just crazy for real,” New¬ 
man said. 

“People that know me just tell 
me to stay aggressive because 
sometimes I’m passive,” he con¬ 
tinued. “My coaches, my team¬ 
mates they believe in me.” 

Newman made seven of nine 
shots and went 7-for-7 from the 
foul line as Louisville (21-5, 12-3 
Atlantic Coast Conference) des¬ 
perately tried to come back by 
sending the Tigers to the foul line 
down the stretch. 

Newman hadn’t cracked dou¬ 
ble-figure points in more than a 
month, his last time coming when 
he scored 14 in the 79-72 upset 
over then-third-ranked Duke. 

It’s no coincidence that when 
Newman is active and engaged, 
Clemson (13-12, 7-8) is a more 
dangerous team. Tigers coach 
Brad Brownell said. 

“When we get multiple guys 

Service academies 


Associated Press 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. 
— Ryan Swan and Lavelle Scot- 
tie scored 22 points apiece as Air 
Force snapped its seven-game 
losing streak, topping San Jose 
State 95-86 on Saturday. 

Swan made 9 of 12 shots. He 
added eight rebounds and three 
assists. Scottie had five assists. 

A.J. Walker had 10 points, 11 
rebounds and nine assists for the 
Falcons (10-16, 4-10 Mountain 
West Conference). Ameka Akaya 
added 10 points. 

Richard Washington scored 
a career-high 31 points and had 
nine rebounds for the Spartans 
(7-19,3-11), who have now lost five 
straight games. Seneca Knight 
added 13 points. Brae Ivey had 10 
points. 

Air Force won the season series 
against San Jose State. 

Army 79, Lehigh 66: Tommy 
Funk totaled 26 points, seven 
rebounds and seven assists and 
Matt Wilson scored 21 with 
eight rebounds as the host Black 
Knights crused past the Moun¬ 
tain Hawks. 


playing well, we’re just a differ¬ 
ent team,” Brownell said. 

That’s especially true on de¬ 
fense, where Clemson locked up 
the Cardinals in the first half 
and ACC leading scorer Jordan 
Nwora throughout. 

Louisville missed 15 of its last 
16 shots of the opening period, 
their 14 points their lowest first- 
half output this season. 

Nwora ended with five points 
and one basket that came with 
the Cardinals already trailing by 
double digits. 

It was only the second time this 
season Louisville lost consecu¬ 
tive games. 

“This week wasn’t a good week 
for us,” Cardinals coach Chris 
Mack said. 

Louisville did cut a 21-point 
lead to 44-34 on Dwayne Sutton’s 
jumper with 9:49 left. That’s when 
the Tigers took off on an 11-2 run 
to put the Cardinals in a hole they 
could not climb out of 

Tevin Mack’s basket started 
Clemson’s clinching surge, then 
Aamir Simms, Newman and Alex 
Hemenway added threes to re¬ 
store the large lead. 

Fans rushed the court when the 
final buzzer sounded, surround¬ 
ing players and cheering the Ti¬ 
gers’ victory. 

Mack finished with 14 points 
and Simms 13 for Clemson. 

Nwora’s only basket was a 
three-pointer with 1:52 to play. 


Funk made 9 of 12 shots from 
the floor, including 3-for-6 from 
three-point range, and 5 of 6 free 
throws for the Black Knights (13- 
12, 8-6 Patriot League). Wilson 
knocked down 10 of 13 shots for 
Army, which shot 57% overall and 
37.5% from distance (6 of 16). 

Jeameril Wilson scored a ca¬ 
reer-high 20 points on 8-of-ll 
shooting for the Mountain Hawks 
(7-19,4-10 Patriot League). 

The Black Knights improve to 
2-0 against the Mountain Hawks 
on the season. Army defeated Le¬ 
high 80-79 on Feb. 1. 

Boston University 77, Navy 
54: Walter Whyte had a double¬ 
double, Max Mahoney nearly re¬ 
corded another and the Terriers 
won on the road. 

Whyte had 12 points and 10 re¬ 
bounds and Mahoney added 17 
points and nine rebounds for Bos¬ 
ton University (16-11,10-4 Patriot 
League), which earned its fourth 
consecutive road victory. 

Richard Njoku had 12 points 
for the Midshipmen (13-12, 7-7), 
the only Navy player in double 
figures. 


Air Force ends skid with 
win over San Jose State 
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HIGH SCHOOL: FAR EAST WRESTLING 



Brenna McNEiL/Special to stars and Stripes 

Yokota’s Austin Rsher grimaces as he takes control of Perry’s Hunter Staiey at 215 pounds. Fisher won by technicai fali 10-0. 


Yokota peaks at right time for D-ll crown 


By Dave Ornauer 
Stars and Stripes 

OSAN AIR BASE, South Korea 
— Kai Harbert wrestled much of 
the season — and missed the bet¬ 
ter part of a month — with a left 
knee injury, and was just cleared 
to wrestle in time for the Far East 
tournament. 

Moved up a weight to plug what 
had been a vacancy at 180 pounds, 
the Yokota sophomore played one 
of the biggest roles in Saturday’s 
39-23 Far East dual-meet finals 
victory over Matthew C. Perry. 

He pinned Gabriel Ratcliffe in 
54 seconds, giving the Panthers an 
insurmountable 35-19 lead, clinch¬ 
ing a dual-meet and individual 
freestyle title sweep for Yokota, 
and gaining the undying admira¬ 


tion of his coach and teammates. 

“He’s my MVP,” outgoing Yo¬ 
kota coach Kristina O’Grady said. 
“He was still a little sore and raw. 
(But) he took one for the team, 
moving up a weight to fill a hole.” 

“Yokota wrestler with broken 
knee secures D-2 title,” senior 
122-pound teammate and Far East 
champion Caleb Heino said, to the 
laughter of his teammates, in his 
best headline-ese after the final. 

Harbert didn’t seem to realize 
until after the meet that his vic¬ 
tory put the Panthers over the top. 
“Was it?” he asked, after being told 
he had sealed the title for Yokota. 

After a pair of walkovers early 
on, had the Samurai ahead 10-5, 
the Panthers scored five straight 
wins; Heino (122), Chris DeGrella 


(129); Caleb Jones (135) and Joey 
DeGrella (148) by pin; and Owen 
Taylor (141) by technical fall, put¬ 
ting Yokota ahead 29-11. 

Perry rallied briefly, behind 
Shawn Swindell’s win by decision 
at 158 and Nemo Matthews pin at 
168, each come-from-behind vic¬ 
tories. But then came Harbert, 
whose victory was followed by Far 
East champion Austin Fisher’s 
technical fall at 215 pounds. 

The Panthers had endured 
much of the season taking pound¬ 
ings from its Division I brethren 
in the Kanto Plain. 

But Fisher said Yokota’s per¬ 
formance in the “Beast of the Far 
East” tournament, in which Fish¬ 
er won at 215, Heino took second 
at 122 and Chris DeGrella third at 


129, was the turning point. 

“When you start seeing how 
you place against everybody else, 
especially at ‘Beast,’ it kind of 
lets you know this is where we’re 
at and that anything’s possible,” 
Fisher said. 

The Samurai took one tourna¬ 
ment award. Heavyweight Mar¬ 
shall China capped the dual meet 
with a technical fall over Nicholas 
Sales, and the three-time Far East 
champion was named the tourna¬ 
ment’s Outstanding Wrestler. 

“We were right there, in the 
individual and the dual; just one 
more thing going our way and 
we’re raising both of these titles,” 
Perry coach Chris Munsell said. 
“So we were a little short and we’ll 
come back next year.” 


Scoreboard 


Far East Wrestling Tournament 
Friday and Saturday at Osan Air Base, 
South Korea 

Individual freestyle tournament 
Division I 

Kubasaki 79, St. Mary’s 69, Kinnick 68, 
American School In Japan 63, Humphreys 
31, Kadena31 

Division II 

Yokota 35, Perry 34, Osan 24, Zama 22, 
Edgren 15, Christian Academy Japan 8, 
Daegu 1, E.J. King 0 

101 — Third place: D.J. Hurtado, Kin- 
nick, pin Mizuki Sato-Marsh, Kadena. 
Championship: Nichoiaz Aguirre, Kuba¬ 
saki, tech. Isaac Shane, St. Mary’s, 15-5. 

108 — Third place: Michael Lozano, Kin- 
nick, dec. Masaya Toyokawa, St. Mary’s, 
14-8. Championship: Bryce Clement, ASIJ, 
tech. Aiden Russell, Kadena, 10-0. 

115 — Third place: Juan Smith, Kinnick, 
dec. Joel Pacleb, Perry, 13-7. Champion¬ 
ship: Vincent Rodriguez, Kubasaki, pin 
Ikki Minamikawa, St. Mary’s. 

122 — Third place: Jaylan Mayers, Ku¬ 
basaki, pin Ira Kadet, ASIJ. Champion¬ 
ship: Caleb Heino, Yokota, tech. Kaito 
Hayashi, Zama, 12-2. 

129 — Third place: Eiji Kasahara, St. 
Mary’s, tech. Moises Carabajal, Zama, 13- 
2. Championship: Kurt Chapman, Kadena, 
pin Take Zoot, ASIJ. 

135 - Third place: Jasjot Bedi, St. 
Mary’s, pin Kai Hartman, ASIJ. Champi¬ 
onship: Victor Saavedra, Kubasaki, dec. 
Kenerick McDanel, Kinnick, 7-2. 

141 — Third place: Joshua Millare, Kin¬ 
nick, dec. Adrian Misenhimer, Kubasaki, 
7-4. Championship: Hikaru Shimada, St. 
Mary’s, tech. Toy Williams, Osan, 10-0. 

148 — Third place: Joey DeGrella, Yo¬ 
kota, pin Jo Inoue, St. Mary’s. Champion¬ 
ship: Rin Zoot, ASIJ, tech. Ethan Hamilton, 
Kinnick, 10-0. 

158 — Third piace: Benicio Mariscal, 
Humphreys, pin Colin Lundberg, Kuba¬ 
saki. Championship: Warren Koslow, St. 
Mary’s, tech. Ethan Hovenkotter, Edgren, 
10-0. 

168 — Third place: James Ahn, Hum¬ 
phreys, dec. Liam Kell, ASIJ, 7-2. Champi¬ 
onship: Alex Lovell, Kinnick, tech. Nemo 
Matthews, Perry, 14-4. 

180 — Third place: Dennis Martinez, 
Humphreys, pin SungWon Kim, CAJ. 
Championship: Colin Nation, Kubasaki, 
pin Kaleb Leon Guerrero, Kinnick. 

215 — Third place: Haydn Peterson, 
Kubasaki, tech. Chase Quigley, Edgren, 9- 
0 two major throws. Championship: Aus¬ 
tin Fisher, Yokota, pin Dani Rahman, ASIJ. 

Heavyweight — Third place: Dontrell 
Powers, Humphreys, pin Desmond Mar¬ 
tin, Zama. Championship: Marshall Chi¬ 
na, Perry, pin Myles Bradley, Osan, 5:46. 

Dual-meet tournament 
Division I 
Fifth place 

Humphreys 35, Kadena 29 

Third place 

ASIJ 28, St. Mary’s 22 

Championship 

Kubasaki 41, Kinnick 19 
Division II 
Seventh place 

E.J. King 25, Daegu 5 

Fifth place 

Edgren 30, Christian Academy Japan 13 
Third place 

Osan 44, Zama 13 

Championship 

Yokota 39, Perry 23 


Kubasaki earns D-I title sweep 



Brenna McNEiL/Special to stars and Stripes 


Kubasaki’s Colin Nation sends Kinnick’s Kaleb Leon Guerrero 
tumbling en route to a pin at 180 pounds. 


By Dave Ornauer 
Stars and Stripes 

OSAN AIR BASE, South Korea 
— Having lost a chance at back- 
to-back Far East Wrestling Tour¬ 
nament individual weight-class 
titles, Haydn Peterson said he 
simply didn’t want to lose again. 

And with a chance at Kubasaki’s 
first Division I team title sweep in 
seven years, coach Brent Cook said 
he simply didn’t want his Dragons 
to pass on the opportunity. 

They both got their wish 
Saturday. 

Peterson scored a technical fall 
at 215 pounds and the Dragons 
won six bouts by pin en route to a 
41-19 win over Kinnick in the Far 
East D-I dual-meet final. 

“It’s been an amazing season,” 
Cook said after Kubasaki ex¬ 
tended its Pacific record for Far 
East titles in any sport to 28. “I’m 
extremely proud of what’s been 
accomplished, being part of the 
Kubasaki legacy and tradition.” 

It’s the third Far East D-I title 
for the Dragons in Cook’s four- 
seasons, but the first time Kuba¬ 


saki has won both the dual-meet 
and individual tournament titles 
in the same Far East meet since 
2013. 

“I’m really excited about that,” 
Cook said. “Watching the teams 
in my first two years, I realized I 
wanted us to be like them. It took a 
lot of recruiting, finding the right 
kids to fill the weight classes.” 

The result of that was four 
weight-class winners in the indi¬ 
vidual tournament on Friday, but 
Cook said that was just a part of 
it. 

“It’s the supporting cast, too,” 
he said. “A championship is a 
team, and that’s what makes it so 
special.” 

After the teams split the first 
two bouts, Vincent Rodriguez 
gave the Dragons the lead for 
good against the Red Devils, pin¬ 
ning Juan Smith at 4 minutes, 49 
seconds at 115 pounds. 

That was the first of three 
straight pins, including ones by 
Jaylan Mayers at 122 and Jeffrey 
Owens at 129. Victor Saavedra 
eked out a decision at 135 to make 
it 21-5 Kubasaki. 


The Red Devils showed signs of 
life in three bouts, with Josiah Mil¬ 
lare (141) and Far East champion 
Alex Lovell (168) scoring pins and 
Ethan Hamilton (148) a technical 
fall, cutting the gap to 27-19. 

But it was as close as Kinnick 
would get. Colin Nation, a former 
Florida state champion and the 
Far East 180-pound champion, 
sealed the contest by pinning 
Kaleb Leon Guerrero in 1:03. 

Nation deflected credit for the 
championship to the rest of the 
Dragons as a whole. “It wasn’t me 
who won it; it was the team,” he 
said. “All the hard work we put in 
this season.” 

Then came Peterson, who lost 
for the second time this season to 
Yokota’s Austin Fisher on Thurs¬ 
day, but didn’t lose again the rest 
of the tournament. He won by 
technical fall over Kinnick’s Lucas 
Watkins at 215 pounds, followed 
by heavyweight Xander Munoz’s 
pin to close it. 

“I wasn’t going to let it happen 
again,” Peterson said. “It was not 
going to happen again.” 

Despite the defeat, Kinnick as¬ 


sistant coach Dan Joley expressed 
pride in his wrestlers’ perfor¬ 
mance. Five of the Red Devils 
starters were freshmen, and an¬ 
other was a first-year wrestler. 

They struggled early in the sea¬ 
son, Joley said, but “something 
happened” after the “Beast of the 


Far East” tournament Jan. 25 at 
Kinnick and prior to the Kanto 
Plain finals a week later that 
sparked the Red Devils to some 
key wins prior to Far East. 

“Something clicked,” Joley said. 
“It’s a fantastic accomplishment 
for these kids.” 
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HIGH SCHOOL: DODEA EUROPE WRESTLING _ 

Ramstein, Stuttgart share Division I title 



Ramstein’s Nicholas Mooney takes down Naples’ Nicholas Luminarias in the 195-pound final at the 
DODEA Europe wrestling finals in Wiesbaden. Germany, on Saturday. Mooney went on to win the title. 


By Gregory Broome 

Stars and Stripes 

WIESBADEN, Germany — 
The winner for top team in the 
DODEA Europe wrestling rival¬ 
ry between the Ramstein Royals 
and Stuttgart Panthers goes to ... 
both of them. 

Stuttgart and Ramstein tied for 
the Division I team championship 
Saturday at Clay Kaserne Fitness 
Center, extending Stuttgart’s title 
reign to seven years and giving 
Ramstein its long-awaited first 
championship since 2013. Both 
teams finished with 298.5 points. 

DODEA Europe athletic direc¬ 
tor Kathlene Clemmons said the 
only tiebreaker the rulebook pro¬ 
vided referred to the total number 
of matches won over the course 
of the two-day tournament. Re¬ 
markably, that also came to a tie, 
at 78 victories apiece. 

Ramstein coach Thomas Wright 
said he was “ecstatic” to share 
the championship and said both 
teams deserve the honor. Stutt¬ 
gart counterpart Norm Matzke 
agreed, adding that he was happy 
to see his young team force the 
deadlock with a deep and expe¬ 
rienced Royals team. Wrestlers 
from each team shook hands and 
exchanged congratulations as the 
unexpected result became clear. 

Twelve schools were represent¬ 
ed among Saturday’s 28 finalists. 
Wiesbaden followed Stuttgart 
and Ramstein with three finalists 
while finishing third in Division 
I. Rota and Spangdahlem had two 
finalists apiece en route to Divi¬ 
sion II and III championships, 
respectively 

106 pounds: Spangdahlem’s 
Skyler Hickman earned the day’s 
first European title with a 4-3 de¬ 
cision over Stuttgart’s McKinley 
Fielding. 

The match was deadlocked 
at two points entering the final 
stretch. Hickman’s late takedown 
of Fielding swung the match and 
extended a frustrating streak for 
his history-making opponent. 

Fielding, the first female wres¬ 
tler to reach a DODEA Europe 
championship match, again fell 
just short of becoming the orga¬ 
nization’s first female champion. 
She also finished second in the 
weight class in 2018 and 2019. 

113: Connor Swaim delivered 
the first Panthers title with a 
convincing 14-6 m^or decision 
over Wiesbaden’s Reyder Rivera 
Sanchez. 

Overall, the young Panthers 
won just two of their eight title 
matches. Stuttgart lost both head- 
to-head meetings with the Royals 
in Saturday’s finals, cracking the 
door open for a new champion. 

120: Spangdahlem sophomore 
Carson Hicks won his second Eu¬ 
ropean championship in as many 
seasons and the Sentinels’ second 
of the afternoon, pinning Stutt¬ 
gart newcomer Brogan Fielding. 

Hicks, the 113-pound cham¬ 
pion in 2019, was among the most 
dominant wrestlers of the tour¬ 
nament. The eventual champion 
won his opening match Friday in 
13 seconds and cruised into the 
final with a semifinal pin in just 


over two minutes. 

126: Ramstein senior Conner 
Mackie won his third consecu¬ 
tive European championship and 
his second straight in this weight 
class with a 10-0 mgjor decision 
over Rota’s Philip James Rivera. 

Mackie won his first crown in 
2018 as a member of the Kaiser¬ 
slautern Raiders, capturing the 
120-pound title. He then trans¬ 
ferred to crosstown archrival 
Ramstein. 

132: Matthew Oreskovich 
made it two straight for the Roy¬ 
als with a grueling 2-0 decision 
over Wiesbaden’s Atreyu Allen, 
starting a burst of Ramstein 
momentum in the middleweight 
rounds. 

Oreskovich successfully com¬ 
pleted a jump up three weight 
classes following his European 
runner-up finish at 113 pounds a 
year ago. 

Allen, the European champion 
at 113 pounds in 2018, lost a nar¬ 
row title-match decision for the 
second year in a row, including 
a 3-2 decision to Mackie in last 
year’s fiercely competitive 126- 
pound final. 

138: The first of two head- 
to-head finals between the Pan¬ 
thers and Royals went in favor of 
Ramstein as Christian Griffith 
earned a pin over Stuttgart coun¬ 
terpart Carter Hanes. 

Griffith had Hanes in a pro¬ 
longed pinning predicament, 
which Griffith described as “vari¬ 
ous forms of half-nelsons,” before 
finally putting his shoulders to 
the mat at three minutes, 16 sec¬ 
onds. He had a simple but power¬ 
ful explanation for how he found 
the motivation to finish the job. 

“My mom is watching from 
Florida,” Griffith said. “I just 


wanted to win for her.” 

Griffith earned his first Euro¬ 
pean title after two straight years 
of runner-up finishes, including 
in last year’s 132-pound bout. 

145: Germany’s grasp on the 
championship round was broken 
as Aviano’s Michael Hauser de¬ 
feated Stuttgart’s Jack Engelke 
by a 6-3 decision. 

Hauser earned his title shot 
after defeating a familiar rival 
in one of Saturday morning’s 
most competitive semifinals. The 
Saints standout edged Naples’ 
Mason Topper, his rival through¬ 
out the regular season and at last 
weekend’s southern sectional 
qualifier, in a 4-1 decision. 

152: Jacob Caricato complet¬ 
ed his productive swing through 
DODEA Europe wrestling with 
an 8-5 defeat of Stuttgart’s Noah 
Moten. 

Caricato, an American attend¬ 
ing Finland’s International School 
of Helsinki, became a fixture at 
DODEA Europe meets over the 
course of the winter and quickly 
emerged as a serious challenger 
for a European title. He made 
good on that potential Saturday, 
holding off the spirited final- 
round efforts of Moten. 

160: A battle of two 2019 run¬ 
ners-up crowned a new champion 
in the form of Stuttgart’s Chris¬ 
tian Just. The Panthers sopho¬ 
more outlasted Ankara’s Roberts 
Swart for a 14-7 decision. 

After a strong run to a Euro¬ 
pean final last year. Just entered 
this season ready to take the next 
step. And the Panthers, without a 
returning European champion on 
the roster, were happy for him to 
take an expanded role. Just did 
just that, following the example 
of from graduated Panthers stars 
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Benjamin Fielding and John 
Carroll. 

With that. Just came into his 
second European tournament 
“more comfortable” and ready to 
improve on his already impres¬ 
sive debut. 

Just took second place in the 
152-pound bracket as a freshman 
last season, while Swart fell in the 
145-pound final. The two hadn’t 
faced each other before Saturday. 

170: Sigonella star Amari 
Pyatt successfully retained his 
European championship, beating 
Wiesbaden’s Jimmy Birchfield for 
a second consecutive 170-pound 
title. Pyatt won on a technical fall 
in 3:36. 

Pyatt scored quick pins in all 
four of his preliminary matches 
and reached the final with a 30- 
second pinfall victory in the fast¬ 
est match of the semifinal round. 

182: Vilseck’s Hyrum Draper 
solved a seasonlong problem with 


his 9-6 defeat of Rota rival Bre- 
non Colvin. 

Colvin got the better of Draper 
in two regulation matches this 
winter, including by a close de¬ 
cision in the southern sectional 
qualifier Feb. 8. But Draper re¬ 
sponded to the setbacks by re¬ 
viewing the most recent loss and 
developing a strategy to do better 
in the final. Notably, Draper said 
he needed to “get right back up” 
when Colvin worked him down to 
the mat. 

That strategy paid off with a 
victory as Draper put Colvin in a 
near-fall late in the second peri¬ 
od, growing his lead to 7-2 enter¬ 
ing the third and final period and 
securing the win. 

Draper delivered a title for the 
Falcons a year after losing in the 
160-pound final. 

195: Ramstein’s Nicholas 
Mooney graduated to champion 
after a runner-up finish at 195 
pounds in 2019. 

Mooney pinned Naples’ Nicho¬ 
las Luminarias in 4:57 seconds, 
setting off a tournament-ending 
streak of three Ramstein champi¬ 
onships that delivered the Royals 
their long-awaited title. 

220: Gabe Davis kept the 
Ramstein momentum going with 
an early defeat of Kaiserslaut¬ 
ern’s Christopher Monroe. Davis 
earned a pin in 1:33. 

Davis’ triumph was the emo¬ 
tional opposite of his experience 
in last year’s 182-pound Europe¬ 
an final, when he was disqualified 
for an illegal move and watched 
his Stuttgart counterpart claim 
the title. The memory has been a 
source of motivation ever since. 

“I got right back to work,” Davis 
said. “It lit a fire under me.” 

On Saturday, Davis earned the 
redemption he’s pursued for a 
year. 

“Everything I’ve worked for 
has been for this moment right 
here,” Davis said. 

285: Ramstein heavyweight 
Teddy Ward completed a strong 
finish for the Royals with a 6-0 
defeat of Stuttgart’s Danny Ro- 
driguez-De Lao. 

The title was Ward’s second 
straight, adding to the 220-pound 
gold he won a year ago. 

broome.gregory(i)stripes.com 
Twitter: @broomestripes 



5tuttgart’s Christian Just, top, defeated Ankara’s Roberts 5wart 
14-7 in the 160-pound match at the DODEA Europe wrestling finals 
5aturday in Wiesbaden. Germany. 
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On the attack 

Aggressive Clemson upsets 
No. 5 Louisville » Page 21 






Time to shine 

Jones Jr., Adebayo, Hield winners at epic All-Star Saturday 


Top: NBA All-Star slam dunk winner Derrick Jones Jr., of the Miami Heat soars to the basket during the contest 
in Chicago on Saturday. Above: Miami Heat center Bam Adebayo celebrates with the skills competition trophy. 
Left: Three-point contest winner Buddy Hield of the Sacramento Kings shoots during Saturday’s competition. 


By Tim Reynolds 

Associated Press 

CHICAGO 

A aron Gordon lost another 
epic dunk contest. And it 
was by a couple of inch¬ 
es — namely, the top of 
Tacko Fall’s head. 

Derrick Jones Jr. finally got his 
long-awaited dunk contest title as an 
exclamation point to an scintillat¬ 
ing All-Star Saturday Night, both for 
him and the Miami Heat. Jones and 
Gordon needed a dunk-off to decide a 
winner, Jones prevailing 48-47 in the 
one that determined who left with the 
trophy. 

Miami’s Bam Adebayo won the 
skills title as well, and Sacramento’s 
Buddy Hield took the three-point 
crown. Their wins were absolute. 


without ambiguity: the ball going in 
told the tale. But the dunk contest — 
much like the one between Michael 
Jordan and Dominique Wilkins in 
Chicago 32 years earlier — came 
down to the judges’ call. 

Gordon brushed against the back 
of Fall’s head, and that was enough 
to sway three of the judges — they 
gave 9s, and that combined with two 
10s added to the final 47. Jones said 
he would have settled for another 
dunk-off round. 

“He clipped Tacko’s head when he 
did that dunk, so I knew they couldn’t 
have gave him a 50 for that one,” 
said Jones, who was in the dunk con¬ 
test in 2017 as well. “I would have 
respected it if they gave him another 
48, so we can go again.” 

SEE SHINE ON PAGE 18 
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